
   

   

   

Cabeza de Vaca  Martín de León  Henry Cisneros  

Audie Leon Murphy  

Moses Austin  Stephen F. Austin  

Miriam òMaó Ferguson 

Cleto Rodríguez  

John Tower  

AA/EOE/ADA       08/06  



http://texashistory.unt.edu/ 

   

   

   

Martín de León  

 (1763 ñ 1833)  

 

birthplace: Burgos, Mexico  

Henry Cisneros  
 (1947 ñ    ) 

 

birthplace: San Antonio  

¶ Mayor of San Antonio for 

four terms, beginning 

1981 

¶ Appointed by President 

Bill Clinton as Secretary 

of Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD) in 

1993 

¶ Became CEO of Uni-

vision Communications in 

1997 

¶ Only Mexican Empresario to 

establish a colony in Texas 

¶ One of the first trail    drivers 

in Texas 

¶ His petition to form a  colony 

is approved in 1824, after earli-

er denials in 1807 and 1809. 

¶ Settled the town of Nuestra 

Se¶ora Guadalupe de Jes¼s  

Victoria with forty-one Mexi-

can families 
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Cabeza de Vaca  

 (c. 1490 ñ c. 1556)  

 

birthplace: Jerez de la Fronte-

ra, Spain  

Stephen F. Austin  

 (1793 ñ 1836)  

 

birthplace: Southwest Virginia  

Moses Austin  

 (1761 ñ 1821)  

 

birthplace: Durham, CT  

Cleto Rodríguez  
 (1923 ñ 1990)  

 

birthplace: San Marcos  

Audie Leon Murphy  

 (1924 ñ 1971)  

 

birthplace: Kingston, Texas  

John Tower  

 (1925 ñ 1991)  

 

birthplace: Houston, Texas  

Miriam òMaó Ferguson 

 (1763 ñ 1833)  

 

birthplace: Bell County, Texas  

¶ Early Spanish explorer 

¶ Shipwrecked in Texas and 

lost for eight years 

¶ First geographer, historian, 

and ethnologist of Texas 

¶ His written account of the 

journey is La Relación; the 
English translation is The 

Journey of Ćlvar N¼¶ez 

Cabeza de Vaca  
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¶ ñFather of Texasò 

¶ Settled the Old Three 

Hundred families in the 

Austin Colony 

¶ Imprisoned in Mexico  

1834-5 

¶ Supported organized op-

position to Mexico 

¶ First Secretary of State of 

the Republic of Texas 

¶ Founder of the American 

lead industry 

¶ Proposed settlement of 

300 Anglo families in 

Texas to the Spanish gov-

ernment 

¶ His dying request was for 

his son, Stephen F. Aus-

tin, to move forward with 

his plans for the Austin 

Colony in Texas 

¶ Joined the Army in 1944, 

and fought in the Phil-

lipine Islands in WWII 

¶ Fifth Mexican-American 

to receive the Congres-

sional Medal of Honor, 

the highest military deco-

ration in the United States 

¶ Served in the military 

until 1970 

¶ U.S. Senator for 24 years, and was 
the first Republican Senator in Texas 

since 1870 

¶ Chaired the special review commit-
tee convened by President Ronald 

Reagan to investigate the Iran Con-

tra affair.  The committee was 

known as the Tower Commisssion 

¶ As Chairman of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, he worked to 

strengthen the nationôs defenses 

¶ Most decorated Army soldier in 

U.S. history, earning 33 awards, 

citations, and decorations 

¶ Became a successful actor star-

ring in 39 films 

¶ Wrote 14 songs, two of which 

were in the top ten 

¶ Wrote best-selling book To Hell 

and Back (1949) about his 

WWII experiences 

¶ Served as Texas Governor in 1924 
and 1932 

¶ First woman Governor of Texas, 
second woman governor in the 

U.S. 

¶ After her husband James Fergu-
son was barred from public office, 

her campaign slogan was ñTwo 

governors for the price of oneò 

¶ A moderate progressive, she sup-
ported education, New Deal legis-

lation, and a corporate income tax 
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Lorenzo de Zavala  

 (1788 ñ 1836)  

 

birthplace: Tecoh, Mexico  

Joseph Glidden  
 (1813 ñ 1906)  

 

birthplace: Charlestown, NH  

¶ Invented the first commercially 

successful barbed wire 

¶ Founder of the Barb Fence Com-

pany of De Kalb, Illinois 

¶ His product was heavily used by 

farmers to protect crops, live-

stock and water supplies 

¶ Barbed wire opened the plains to 

large-scale farming and marked 

the end of the open range 

¶ Governor of the State of Mex-

ico, and influential in Mexi-

can politics 

¶  Established a colony in East 

Texas, and supported the  

Independence of Texas after 

Santa Anna becomes dictator 

¶ First interim Vice-President of 

the Republic of Texas 

¶ Designed the first flag of the 

Republic of Texas 
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Gail Borden, Jr.  

 (1801 ñ 1874)  

 

birthplace: Norwich, NY  

Mirabeau Buonaparte  
Lamar (1798 ñ 1859)  

 

 birthplace: Jefferson Co., GA  

Christopher Columbus  

 (1451 ñ 1506)  

 

birthplace: Genoa, Italy  

Patillo Higgins  
 (1863 ñ 1955)  

 

birthplace: Sabine Pass  

Barbara Jordan  

 (1934 ñ 1996)  

 

birthplace: Houston  

Sam Houston  

 (1793 ñ 1863)  

 
birthplace: Rockbridge County, VA  

¶ Inventor, publisher, surveyor 

and founder of the Borden 

Company 

¶ Helped survey the Austin col-

ony, created the first topo-

graphical map of Texas, and 

platted the towns of Galveston 

and Houston 

¶ Secured patents for condensed 

milk, and made a fortune as 

ñDairyman to a Nationò  
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¶ Opened the southwestern 

portion of North America 

to Spanish colonization 

¶ Searched unsuccessfully 

for the Seven Cities of 

Cíbola and Quivira 

¶ Explored in present day 

Texas, Arizona, New 

Mexico, Oklahoma and 

Kansas, 1540-42 

¶ Navigator and explorer 

who led a voyage to the 

West Indies in 1492 

¶ The expedition was look-

ing for a trading route to 

the East 

¶ On his second voyage to 

the New World, he estab-

lished a colony in Cuba 

¶ Columbus made four trips 

in all  

¶ ñProphet of Spindletopò 

¶ Self educated geologist, 

draftsman, inventor,       

cartographer, and engineer 

¶ Formed the Gladys City Oil, 

Gas, and Manufacturing 

Company in 1894, and 

eventually struck major oil 

at Spindletop on January 10, 

1901 

¶ First African-American  

U.S. Congresswoman 

from the South, elected 

1972 

¶ Served in the Texas Sen-

ate 1966-1972 

¶ Earned national recogni-

tion during the Watergate 

hearings, 1974 

¶ Time Magazineôs Woman 

of the Year in 1975 

¶ First Vice-President of the 

Republic of Texas, and 

Second President 

¶ Wanted Texas to stay a 

republic, and opposed 

annexation to the U. S. 

¶ Lamar moved the Texas 

capitol from Houston to 

Austin 

¶ Commander of the Texas army 

and hero of the Battle of San 

Jacinto 

¶ First Republic of Texas Presi-

dent, elected 1836 and 1841 

¶ Supported annexation of Texas 

by the U. S. 

¶ Elected as U. S. Senator, 1845 

¶ Elected as Governor 1859, and 

resigned in 1861 in opposition 

to the secession of Texas from 

the Union 
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Francisco Vásquez  
de Coronado (1510 ñ 1554)  

 

 birthplace: Salamanca, Spain  
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