
A)“Their support is principally roots of two 
or three kinds, and they look for them over 

the face of all the country. The food is   
poor, and gripes the person who eats it… 
Occasionally they kill deer, and at times 
take fish; but the quantity is so small and 
the famine so great, that they eat spiders 
and the eggs of ants, worms, lizards…and 

they eat earth and wood.” 

2)TRANSLATION:  
 These American Indians mostly only eat a 

few kinds of plants, and they have to go 
everywhere to find them. It’s really awful 

food. People who eat it get sick. 
Sometimes they hunt or fish, but it doesn’t 
provide enough food. The American Indians 
are starving so they eat whatever they find 

like insects, lizards, and even dirt. 

B)“Those people love their offspring the 
most of any in the world, and treat them 

with the greatest mildness. When it occurs 
that a son dies, the parents and kindred 

weep as does everybody; the wailing 
continuing for him a whole year. . . After a 

year of morning has passed, the rites of the 
dead are performed; then they wash and 

purify themselves from the stain of smoke.” 

4) TRANSLATION:  
This tribe is the most loving to their 

children. They are extremely kind to their 
kids. If a child dies, everyone in the tribe 
cries and cries for a year. At the end of a 

year, they perform special ceremonies for 
the child who passed away.  

C) “The inhabitants of all this region go 
naked. The women alone have any part of 

their persons covered, and it is with a wool 
that grows on trees. The damsels dress 
themselves in deer-skin. The people are 

generous to each other of what they 
possess. They have no chief. All that are of 

a lineage keep together. They speak two 
languages; those of one are called 

Capoques, those of the other, Han.” 

1) TRANSLATION:  
People here wear almost no clothes, 

except the women who wear material from 
trees or deer skin. They are very giving; they 
will give people everything they own. There 
is no leader. Family groups stay together. 

These people speak 2 languages. 

D) “I was obliged to remain with the people 
belonging to the Island more than a year, 

and because of the hard work they put 
upon me and the harsh treatment, I 

resolved to flee from them and go to those 
of the Charruco, who inhabit the forests 
and the country of the main… From the 

employment I had my fingers so worn that 
did a straw but touch them they would 

bleed.” 

3) TRANSLATION: 
I had to stay with this group for over a year 

and they treated me very badly, so I 
decided to run away. I wanted to find the 

tribe who lives in the forests. This tribe I’m 
with makes me work so hard that my hands 
bleed even if something very small touches 

them.  

 


