Texas
History —
for
Teachers—

Warm-up: Texas Today

Unit 2: The Age of Contact

Name:

Date: Period:

Directions: Use the map to answer the warm-up question.

Look at the map of some present-day
geographic locations in Texas. What evidence
do you see of Spanish or American Indian
history, life, or culture based only on this map?

Palo Duro
Canyon

Lubbock

El Paso

Mexico
Gulf of

Mexico
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@ : Texas Today EXit Ticket

Although the people and events that we are studying took place more than 500 years ago, we can still see
evidence of their culture in Texas today. Choose TWO statements that best exemplify this fact.

0

Early American Indians in Texas used the natural resources of their surroundings, like bison and
lumber, in their every-day lives.

Many Spanish names of geographic features including the Llano Estacado and the Rio Grande
continue to be used by modern people today.

Encounters between the early American Indian people and the Spanish conquistadors varied
greatly, however, were commonly marked by violence as the conquistadors attempted to locate
and seize resources like gold and silver.

Although many Spanish explorers successfully led expeditions through new and unfamiliar lands,
the majority of them were considered failures for their inability to locate gold north of Mexico.
Many Indigenous words or phrases are commonly used for geographic locations today based on
the American Indian tribes that historically lived in the area.
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