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Unit 11: Age of Oil 
7th Grade Lesson Plan:  

How do we know what we know? 
(45 – 60 minutes) 

 

Objective In this one-day, primary source lesson, students will analyze a set 
of ten excerpts related to major topics and events of the Age of 
Oil. 
 

1. We will examine the major events and topics of the Age of 
Oil by analyzing a set of primary source materials. 

2. I will analyze a number of sources to determine how each 
source is related to key topics of the era and provide a 
summary of the main idea of each source.  

 
Key Concepts • Historians and people today can learn about significant 

themes, topics, and events of the Age of Oil by analyzing 
primary source materials of the time. 

• Key events of the Age of Oil include the Galveston 
Hurricane of 1900, the Spindletop oil discovery in 1901, 
the Progressive movement including the push for 
women’s suffrage and labor rights, the Mexican 
Revolution, World War I, the Spanish Influenza epidemic, 
and topics within Texas politics including the corruption 
of the Ferguson administrations. 
 

Skills • Analyzing primary source excerpts. 
• Identifying points of view and bias in a primary source 

excerpt.  
• Identifying the main idea of a primary source and creating 

a brief summary of each excerpt.  
• Understanding challenging vocabulary in context.  

 
Essential 
Question 

What are the key topics and major themes of the Age of Oil, and 
how were these topics recorded and discussed in the primary 
source materials of the era? 

Assignment Warm-up 
 

• Students make observations, inferences, and predictions 
about the lesson and the overall unit based on an image of 
a hospital wing of Spanish Influenza patients.  
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Lesson  
 

• Students use a chart of seven key topics or major themes 
of the era. Students read the explanations presented for 
the various topics and then formulate a brief summary of 
each topic. 

• Students then choose a given number of excerpts from a 
set of ten primary sources about each of the topics. 
Students identify the primary topic or topics addressed in 
each primary source, take quick notes about the material, 
and write a brief summary of each primary source.  

 
Exit Ticket 
 

• Students respond to a writing prompt asking them to 
identify one major topic in the Age of Oil and explain how 
that topic was discussed in one of the primary source 
materials they examined.  

 
 

Materials 1. Slideshow (Suggested use: present on the overhead; 
Upload to an educational platform like google 
classroom; print extra copies for note-taking assistance)  

2. Primary Source Excerpts (Suggested printing: 1 set per 
partner group, or larger group) 

3. Warm-up / Exit Ticket (Suggested printing: 1 per 
student. Assignment prints two copies per page.) 

4. Assignment (Suggested printing 1 per student) 
a. Advanced Level work 
b. Grade Level work 
c. Foundations Level work 

 

Differentiation 1. Scaffolding including classwork at three different levels of 
academic ability 

2. Visual representations of directions 
3. Chunking text information 
4. Vocabulary assistance in primary source excerpts 
5. Sentence Stems 
6. Reduction in amount of writing 
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TEKS 

 

 

• 7.01(A) Identify the major eras in Texas history, describe 
their defining characteristics, and explain the purpose of 
dividing the past into eras, including the Age of Oil.  

• 7.01(B) Explain the significance of the following dates: 
1901, discovery of oil at Spindletop. 

• 7.07(A) Explain how the oil industry led to the 
industrialization of Texas. 

• 7.07(C) Describe and compare the impact of reform 
movements in Texas in the 19th and 20th centuries such as 
progressivism, populism, women’s suffrage, agrarianism, 
and labor reform. 

• 7.07(E) Analyze the political, economic, and social impact 
of World War I, such as political and economic 
controversies, immigration, and migration on the history 
of Texas.  

• 7.09(A) Identify ways in which Texans have adapted to 
and modified the environment and explain the positive 
and negative consequences of the modifications. 

• 7.20(A) Differentiate between, locate, and use valid 
primary and secondary sources such as media and news 
services, biographies, interviews, and artifacts to acquire 
information about Texas.  

• 7.20(B): Analyze information by applying absolute and 
relative chronology through sequencing, categorizing 
relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main 
idea, summarizing, making generalizations and 
conclusions.  

• 7.22(B) Use effective written communication skills, 
including proper citations and avoiding plagiarism.  
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Teacher Guide: How do we know what we know? 
 

Warm-up 

 

 

 

• Students use a primary source image of an influenza ward at 
Walter Reed Hospital in Washington, D.C. in 1918, which 
depicts a nurse taking a patient's pulse during the Spanish 
Influenza epidemic.  

• Students use the image to make observations, inferences, 
and predictions about the lesson and the unit. 

• Slide 2 presents a larger view of the image. 
• Slide 3 provides sentence stems to guide student responses 

when sharing with the class. 
• Slides 4 and 5 provide the essential question and the “We 

will / I will” statements for the lesson. 
 

Lesson PART I: Major Topics of the Era 
 

• Students read a set of seven short passages presented in a 
chart introducing the major themes and topics of the unit. 

• For each topic, students write a short summary of the 
passage to identify the topic. 

• Slide 6 presents an image of the 8th and 14th U.S. Cavalry 
marching through Boquillas Canyon along the Texas-Mexico 
border in the Mountains and Basins region during the 
Mexican Revolution, 1916, to accompany this portion of the 
lesson. 
 

PART II: Primary Source Analysis 
 

• Students choose a given number of excerpts to analyze out 
of the ten possible options.  

• Students analyze each of their chosen excerpts, recording 
information about each excerpt on their worksheet. 

• Slide 7 provides an enlarged view of primary source #9: the 
image of the destruction of the Galveston hurricane of 1900.  
 

• Advanced: Students read passages written at a higher Lexile 
Level and provide a summary of each topic in part I. In part 
II, students analyze 6 of the 10 primary source materials, 
recording the number and title of the source, identifying the 
main topic or topics discussed, taking quick notes on the 
source, and summarizing the main idea of the source. 
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• Grade Level: Students read passages written at a grade-level 
Lexile level and provide a one- to three-word title for each 
reading in part I. In part II, students analyze five of the ten 
primary source materials, identifying the main topic or 
topics from a list of options available, and then summarizing 
the main idea of the source. 
 

• Foundations: Students read passages written at a grade-
level Lexile level and choose from multiple choice options to 
determine the topic of each reading. In part II, students 
analyze four of the ten primary source materials, identifying 
the main topic or topics from a list of options available and 
then writing a brief summary of each source. 
 
 

Exit Ticket 

 

 

• Students respond to a writing prompt asking them to 
describe one of the major topics covered in this unit and to 
explain how that topic was addressed in one of the primary 
source excerpts. 

• Slides 8 and 9 restate the directions and provide sentence 
stems to guide student responses when sharing with the 
class. 
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https://texashistory.unt.edu;  

• Armistice Parade up Congress. November 11, 1918. Photograph. University of North 
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• Influenza ward, Walter Reed Hospital, Wash., D.C. Nurse taking patient's pulse. 1918. 
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2026), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, 
https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting UNT Libraries Special Collections. 
 


