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e Student responses will vary

Lesson

GRADE LEVEL & FOUNDATIONS ANSWERS

1. One way that oil was used in Texas before 1900 was (possible responses include) as
medicine for American Indians, as waterproofing for Spanish ships.

2. (Responses will vary) On a scale of 1 to 10 for importance, oil was abouta 1 - 3,

because very little oil was produced and it was not a significant part of the Texas

economy.

(C) It made oil an important part of the Texas economy.

(Responses will vary)

(A) was a steady increase in the Texas population.

(Responses will vary)

Oil became a major source of energy in Texas; Farm work became easier because

farmers could use machines that ran on oil; Oil brought in a lot of revenue to the

government and schools.

8. As aresult of the oil industry, Houston (4) had a massive increase in population
(C) gained new businesses, factories, and refineries (D) became an important port
for oil exports

9. (D) Oil pipelines were determined to be similar to railroads, so the Railroad
Commission became responsible for regulating the oil industry as well.

10. The oil industry in Texas (B) positively affected Texas education because it brought
greater revenue to Texas to fund public education
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ADVANCED ANSWERS

1. Two ways that oil was used in Texas before 1900 include as medicine for American
Indians, as waterproofing for Spanish ships.

2. (Responses will vary) On a scale of 1 to 10 for importance, oil was abouta 1 - 3,
because very little oil was produced and it was not a significant part of the Texas
economy.

3. A massive amount of oil was discovered at Spindletop in 1901, and it was significant
because the discovery marked the beginning of the oil industry in Texas.

4. (Responses will vary)
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5. Trends in the Texas population from 1900 to 1930 according to the chart include the

10.

11.

steady increase of the population to major cities.

The two largest cities in 1930 were Houston, with a population of 292,352, and
Dallas with a population of 260,475.

(Responses will vary but may include) Three ways in which oil industry influenced
Texas in the early 1900s include that oil replaced oil and steam as a major source of
energy in Texas, oil allowed cars to become more commonplace, oil made farmwork
easier as it could power farm equipment, oil brought a lot of money into the state
and specifically for education.

The oil industry had a significant effect on Houston including growing the city’s
population, increasing business, manufacturing, and trade, and causing Houston to
become Texas’s most important port city due to oil exports.

The data in the “Texas population growth and urbanization” chart supports the
information about oil’s effect on Houston because the chart shows increased
urbanization and this was also true for Houston.

In 1917 the Pipeline Petroleum Law classified oil pipelines as “common carriers,”
similar to trains. This granted the Railroad Commission the right and responsibility
to regulate the oil industry along with railroads.

The oil industry had a significant effect on education in Texas by contributing
financially to schools, especially after the discovery of oil on lands dedicated to the
Permanent University Fund. Oil has contributed billions of dollars to Texas
education.
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