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Unit 11: Age of Oil

7t Grade Lesson Plan: Oil Transforms Texas
(45 - 60 minutes)

Objective In this one-day lesson, students will use the information provided
in the notes in the slideshow to determine various ways in which
the 1901 discovery of oil at Spindletop transformed Texas both
economically and socially.

1. We will examine the events that led to the rise of the oil
industry in Texas and its effects on the Texas economy
and society.

2. I will use the notes in the slideshow to answer questions
about the significance of the oil industry in Texas.

Key Concepts e The discovery of oil at Spindletop on January 10, 1901,
transformed Texas in a number of ways and marked the
beginning of the oil industry in Texas.

e Asaresult of the oil industry, the population of Texas
increased dramatically, new businesses were established
in Texas, tax revenue increased, and more money was
available to certain public universities as a result of oil
discovery on public lands set aside for the Permanent
University Fund.

e The Texas Railroad Commission gained regulatory rights
and powers over the oil industry when oil pipelines were
legally deemed common carriers, similar to trains.

e Houston became an important commercial center for oil.

SKkills e Summarizing and paraphrasing key information from
notes.
e Identifying and explaining the significance of historical
events.

e Using maps, graphs, and charts to draw conclusions about
the impact of oil on Texas.

Essential What event initiated the growth of the oil industry in Texas, and
Question how did oil transform Texas economically and socially?
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Assignment

Warm-up

e Students will make observations, inferences, and
predictions about the era, unit, and lesson based on a map
of significant oil discoveries during the era.

Lesson

e This is a guided notes lesson; however, students do not
take traditional notes. Students will use the notes
provided to them in their worksheet to answer questions
about the significance of oil in Texas. Questions include
cause and effect, summarizing key information, and
analyzing information provided in maps, charts, and
graphs.

Exit Ticket

e Students formulate a short constructed response
explaining three significant effects of the oil industry on
Texas from 1900 to 1930 using the sentence stem
provided.

Materials

1. Slideshow (Suggested use: present on the overhead;
Upload to an educational platform like google
classroom; print extra copies for note-taking assistance)

2. Warm-up / Exit Ticket (Suggested printing: 1 per
student. Assignment prints two copies per page.)

3. Assignment (Suggested printing 1 per student)

a. Advanced Level work
b. Grade Level work
c. Foundations Level work

Differentiation

1. Scaffolding including classwork at three different levels of
academic ability

Visual representations of directions

Chunking text information

Key information presented in bold

Sentence Stems and response options for short
constructed response questions

Reduction in answer choices and writing
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TEKS

7.01(B) Explain the significance of the following dates:
1901, discovery of oil at Spindletop.

7.07(A) Explain how the oil industry led to the
industrialization of Texas

7.07(B) Define and trace the impact of “boom-and-bust”
cycles of leading Texas industries throughout the 20t and
21st centuries such as oil and gas production.

7.11(A) Explain economic factors and the development of
major industries that led to the urbanization of Texas such
as transportation, oil and gas, and manufacturing.
7.20(B): Analyze information by applying absolute and
relative chronology through sequencing, categorizing
relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main
idea, summarizing, making generalizations and
conclusions.

7.20(C) Organize and interpret information from outlines,
reports, databases, and visuals, including graphs, charts,
timelines, and maps.

7.21(A) Create and interpret thematic maps, graphs, and
charts representing various aspects of Texas during the
19th 20th | and 215t centuries.

7.21(B) Analyze and interpret geographic distributions
and patterns in Texas during the 19th, 20th, and 21st
centuries.
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Teacher Guide: Oil Transforms Texas
Warm-up e Students view a map of Texas with the location of significant
oil discoveries and the dates of discovery to make
observations, inferences, and predictions about the Age of
Oil and the day’s lesson.
e Slides 2 provides a larger view of the image from the warm-
up.
e Slide 3 provides sentence stems to guide student responses
when sharing with the class.
e Slides 4 and 5 provide the Essential Question and the “We
will / I will” statements for the lesson.
Lesson SLIDESHOW

e The slideshow provides the guided notes for each topic in
the lesson. This is NOT a traditional note-taking lesson;
students do NOT need to write the notes. The notes from the
slides are provided in the student worksheet.

e Students use the notes to answer questions identifying
significant information about oil in Texas.

e Slides 6 through 15 provide the notes for the worksheet.

STUDENT WORK

e Student work as the information from each slide provided in
chunks with questions accompanying each slide.

e Advanced: Students will answer short, constructed
response questions about the information in the slides.
Advanced work includes additional questions about the
information provided in the notes.

e (Grade Level: Students will answer short, constructed
response questions with some sentence stems provided,
multiple choice and multi-select questions about the
information provided in the notes.

e Foundations: Students will answer short, constructed
response questions with sentence stems and response
options provided for most, multiple choice and multi-select
questions with one answer choice eliminated.
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Exit Ticket

Students will use the sentence stem provided to create a
short, constructed response to explain three ways in which
oil transformed Texas.

Slides 16 and 17 restate the directions and provide sentence
stems to guide student responses when sharing with the
class.
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Primary Sources and Other Resources Used

e [Oil Wells at Spindletop], photograph, Date Unknown;
(https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth202771/: accessed January 30,
2026), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History,
https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Museum of the Gulf Coast.

¢ Blank map of Texas, edited to include the location of significant oil discoveries
during the Age of Oil. Accessed 3/6/2026.
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Texas_blank_map.svg

e C(atlin, George. Indian Encampment, Comanche (or Kiowa) Dressing Skins, Red River,
1846-48. Oil on canvas, Smithsonian American Art Museum and its Renwick Gallery.
https://www.si.edu/object/indian-encampment-comanche-or-kiowa-dressing-
skins-red-river:saam 1985.66.597.

e The Lucas Gusher, 1901. 1901. Photograph. University of North Texas Libraries, The
Portal to Texas History; crediting University of Texas at Arlington Library.
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark: /67531 /metapth41398/.

e Paving of Congress Avenue was completed in 1905. In Merchant to the Republic. By
Dora Dieterich Bonham. 1958. The Portal to Texas History.
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1013938/.

e Texas Population Distribution in Cities per the U.S. Census of 1910. GIS Educational
Maps. Texas General Land Office. Accessed 2/6/2026.
https://historictexasmaps.com/object/97092

e [Tractor and combine in a grain field], photograph, July
1926; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1616374/: accessed
February 9, 2026), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas
History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Panhandle-Plains Historical
Museum.

¢ [Houston Ship Channel], postcard, 1915;
(https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth107/: accessed January 8,
2026), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History,
https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Fort Bend Museum.

e Men Digging Pipeline, postcard, Date
Unknown; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth49899/: accessed
February 10, 2026), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas
History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Permian Basin Petroleum Museum,
Library and Hall of Fame.

¢ [Santa Rita No. 1 Oil Rig], photograph, June 10,

1923; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1129007/: accessed
February 10, 2026), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas
History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Permian Basin Petroleum Museum,

Library and Hall of Fame.
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