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Lesson 7:
Oil Transforms Texas
Guided Notes


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[Oil Wells at Spindletop], photograph, Date Unknown; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth202771/: accessed January 30, 2026), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Museum of the Gulf Coast.
�


Warm-up

Use the image
to complete
your warm-up



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Blank map of Texas, edited to include the location of significant oil discoveries during the Age of Oil. Accessed 3/6/2026. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Texas_blank_map.svg


Share with the class
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@ One thing observe about
E the map is

One thing | can infer about the Age of @
Oil based on the map is 4

@ One thing | predict we will see
{} 4 in this unit is

https://education.texashistory.unt.edu




Essential Question

What event initiated the growth of the oil
industry in Texas, and how did oil transform
Texas economically and socially?

https://education.texashistory.unt.edu
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In today’s lesson...

We will examine the events that led to the

rise of the oil industry in Texas and its effects

on the Texas economy and society.
| will use the notes in the slideshow to
answer questions about the significance of

the oil industry in Texas.

https://education.texashistory.unt.edu



Texas -

=~ Ojl in Texas Before 1900

leachers—=

For hundreds of years, American
Indian tribes used petroleum that
seeped through the soil for
medicinal purposes.

e Spanish explorers used oil to
waterproof their boats and ships.

* |nthe 1800s, most oil drilling in
the U.S. took place in eastern
states like Pennsylvania. —

e 1896 Texas Produced 1,000 American Indian§ on the Red River
barrels of oil total. Do SOy

https://education.texashistory.unt.edu


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Catlin, George. Indian Encampment, Comanche (or Kiowa) Dressing Skins, Red River, 1846-48. Oil on canvas, Smithsonian American Art Museum and its Renwick Gallery. https://www.si.edu/object/indian-encampment-comanche-or-kiowa-dressing-skins-red-river:saam_1985.66.597.
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The oil well at Spindletop
Portal to Texas History

Spindletop

* January 10, 1901

Near Beamont
Produced 100,000 barrels
of oil a day for 9 days
before the well was
brought under control.

1902: TX produced 21
million barrels of oil.
This discovery marked
the beginning of the oil
industry in Texas.

https://education.texashistory.unt.edu


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Lucas Gusher, 1901. 1901. Photograph. University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History; crediting University of Texas at Arlington Library. https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth41398/. 

Texas Blank map, edited to include the location of the Spindletop oil well. Accessed 2/6/2026. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Texas_blank_map.svg 



Oil strikes
continued
In Texas
| throughout

n the era...



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Texas Blank Map. Wikimedia Commons. Edited to show the location of significant oil strikes throughout the Age of Oil using an oil icon from Wikimedia Commons. Accessed on 2/10/2026. Both images can be found at https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Texas_blank_map.svg and https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Oil-rig_-_Delapouite_-_game-icons.svg
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Population Growth

Texas
Population Growth:

* 1900 - 3,055,000
* 1910-3,922,000
* 1920-4,723,000
* 1930 -5,844,000

Paving Congress Avenue, Austin, 1905.
The Portal to Texas History

https://education.texashistory.unt.edu


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Paving of Congress Avenue was completed in 1905. In Merchant to the Republic. By Dora Dieterich Bonham. 1958. The Portal to Texas History. https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1013938/. 
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MAP LEGEND
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1910 Population Centers n
Texas General Land Office

Data from the Texas Almanac

https://education.texashistory.unt.edu


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Texas Population Distribution in Cities per the U.S. Census of 1910. GIS Educational Maps. Texas General Land Office. Accessed 2/6/2026. https://historictexasmaps.com/object/97092 
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= Oil Fuels Texas @

Two Texas farmers with a tractor and
combine in a wheat field, 1926.
The Portal to Texas History

Cheap oil replaced steam and
coal power.

Cars became more common &
Texas began paving roads.
Farmwork became more
mechanized.

“Oil-Production tax” brought
S6 million to Texas by 1930.
Oil on public lands funded

public schools and universities.
https://education.texashistory.unt.edu


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[Tractor and combine in a grain field], photograph, July 1926; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1616374/: accessed February 9, 2026), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum.


== QOil Develops Houston @

» Urbanization: People &
companies moved to Houston
for oil.

<« ° Refineries: Factories established
' in Houston to process petroleum
g to create gasoline and diesel.
s ° Houston Shipping Channel:
Established 1914 to create a
deep-water port for

The Houston Shipping Channel, 1915 ) )
The Portal to Texas History international commerce.

https://education.texashistory.unt.edu


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[Houston Ship Channel], postcard, 1915; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth107/: accessed January 8, 2026), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Fort Bend Museum.
�
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== Texas Railroad Commission

eachers—

e Established 1891 to regulate
railroads.
* Pipeline Petroleum Law
 Passedin TX Congress, 1917
* Declared oil pipelines
“common carriers” like

railroads. R
 Qil and Gas Conservation Law e M SR
— Men digging an oil pipeline
* RR commission regulates The Portal to Texas History

production of oil and gas, 1919

https://education.texashistory.unt.edu


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Men Digging Pipeline, postcard, Date Unknown; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth49899/: accessed February 10, 2026), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Permian Basin Petroleum Museum, Library and Hall of Fame.
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Permanent
University Fund

* May 28, 1923: Oil discovered
at Santa Rita Well on west
Texas lands set aside for the
Permanent University Fund
(PUF).

* |In 2025, the PUF was valued
at $38.9 billion to benefit the
University of Texas and Texas
A&M university systems.

Texas ——
History —
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Santa Rita well #1.
The Portal to Texas History https://education.texashistory.unt.edu



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[Santa Rita No. 1 Oil Rig], photograph, June 10, 1923; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1129007/: accessed February 10, 2026), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Permian Basin Petroleum Museum, Library and Hall of Fame.


=M ExXit Ticket

Follow the directions to complete your exit ticket

e Use the sentence

f stem provided to
write a complete @
sentence explaining {g}
three ways in which

oil transformed Texas.
@ * Share with a partner.

https://education.texashistory.unt.edu
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@ One thing | predict we will see
{} 4 in this unit is
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