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Unit 11: Age of Oil  
7th Grade Lesson Plan: The Progressive Movement 

(45 – 90 minutes) 
 

Objective In this one- or two-day stations lesson, students will examine the 
development of the Progressive movement in the U.S. and Texas 
and be able to determine how the Progressives influenced Texas 
politically, socially, and economically. 
 

1. We will examine the development, goals, and 
achievements of Texas Progressives. 

2. I will use the materials provided at each station to identify 
and record key information related to suffrage, 
prohibition, and various social, economic, and political 
reforms in Texas.  

 
Key Concepts • The Progressive movement was a large reform movement 

to improve society by focusing on issues such as women’s 
suffrage, Prohibition, labor rights, education, government 
regulations, and public health and safety.  

• Texas Progressives played key roles in advancing the 
goals of the Progressive movement. 

• Progressive activism brought about the 19th Amendment, 
granting women the right to vote, the 18th Amendment, 
prohibiting alcohol, improved education, more 
government programs, and protections for various groups 
of people. 

• Despite the advancement of rights for some, Jim Crow 
laws and segregation continued to restrict the rights of 
Black Texans and other Americans.  

• The Railroad Commission became a powerful regulatory 
agency during this era. 
 

Skills • Identifying main ideas and supporting evidence. 
• Determining and explaining or summarizing the 

significance of key historical events. 
• Identifying and being able to explain key legislative 

processes in government. 
• Peer teaching of key topics (Teacher discretion) 
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Essential 
Question 

What was the Progressive movement, and how did the movement 
develop in the U.S. and Texas? What were some of the issues the 
Progressives focused on in Texas? How did these issues affect 
Texas socially, economically, and politically?  

 

Assignment Warm-up 
 

• Students read five statements related to various topics in 
the Progressive movement to determine which person or 
group of people would have been most likely to have 
made each statement. Statements are related to the labor 
movement, Prohibition, Suffrage, education reform, and 
civil rights. (Statements are not primary source quotes.) 

 
Lesson  
 

• Students take part in a stations activity with 3 stations:   
1) Women’s Suffrage, 2) Prohibition, and 3) Political, 
Economic, and Social Reform. Each station contains 4 
short, half-page readings with images related to 
information about each station’s topic. 

• Students answer 4 questions about each of the 4 readings 
at each station. When completed in groups of 4, each 
group member is responsible for reading and answering 
the questions for 1 reading. Students then teach the rest of 
their group about their reading and the responses to the 
questions.  

 
Exit Ticket 
 

• Students consider which Progressive issue they might 
have supported had they lived through the Progressive 
movement.  

 
Materials 1. Slideshow (Suggested use: present on the overhead; 

Upload to an educational platform like google 
classroom; print extra copies for note-taking assistance)  

2. Warm-up / Exit Ticket (Suggested printing: 1 per 
student. Assignment prints two copies per page.) 

3. Stations (Suggested printing 1 station per group of 4 
students. Groups rotate through the 3 stations.) 
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4. Assignment (Suggested printing 1 per student) 
a. Advanced Level work 
b. Grade Level work 
c. Foundations Level work 

 

Differentiation 1. Scaffolding including classwork at three different levels of 
academic ability 

2. Visual representations of directions 
3. Chunking text information into short readings 
4. Sentence Stems 
5. Multiple-choice response options 
6. Reduction in answer choices 

 

TEKS 

 

 

• 7.07(C) Describe and compare the impact of reform 
movements in Texas in the 19th and 20th centuries such as 
progressivism, populism, women’s suffrage, agrarianism 
and labor reform. 

• 7.20(A) Differentiate between, locate, and use valid 
primary sources such as media and news services, 
biographies, interviews, and artifacts to acquire 
information about Texas.  

• 7.20(B): Analyze information by applying absolute and 
relative chronology through sequencing, categorizing 
relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main 
idea, summarizing, making generalizations and 
conclusions.  

• 7.22(C) Create written, oral, and visual presentations of 
social studies information.  

• 7.22(D) Apply foundational language skills to engage in 
civil discourse about social studies topics, including those 
with multiple perspectives. 

• 7.23(A) Describe governmental and democratic processes 
such as voting, due process, and caucuses using 
simulations and models.  
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Teacher Guide: The Progressive Movement 
 

Warm-up 

 

 

 

• Students read five statements related to various topics in 
the Progressive movement including Prohibition, suffrage, 
labor, education, and civil rights.  

• Students determine which person or group of people would 
have been most likely to have made each statement.  

• Slides 2 and 3 restate the directions and provide sentence 
stems to guide student responses when sharing with the 
class. 

• Slides 4 and 5 provide the Essential Question and the “We 
will / I will” statements for the lesson. 
 

Lesson STATIONS 
 

• Create groups with 4 students per group. 
• There are 3 stations for this activity: Women’s Suffrage, 

Prohibition, and Political, Economic, & Social Reform. 
• Each station contains 4, half-page readings that should be 

printed and cut out. 
• There will most likely need to be 2 sets of each station (two 

Station 1s, two Station 2s, and two Station 3s) if not more, 
depending on the size of your class. 

• Place each group at a station and assign each person one of 
the readings (Reading 1, Reading 2, Reading 3, and Reading 
4) Each student is only responsible for reading their own 
assigned reading and answering the questions that go with 
their reading. 

• After students complete their one reading and answer their 
questions, they will share with their group what they 
learned in their reading so the other students can answer 
the questions pertaining to all of the readings. *Emphasize 
that students should not simply let their group copy. They 
should explain the info and answers for their group. 

• Slides 6 – 10 provide additional images for Station 1: 
Women’s Suffrage 

• Slides 11 – 15 provide additional images for Station 2: 
Prohibition. 

• Slides 16 – 20 provide additional images for Station 3: 
Political, Economic, & Social Reform. 
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STUDENT WORKSHEETS 
 

• Advanced: Each reading is accompanied by 4 short, 
constructed response questions related to the reading. 
 

• Grade Level: Each reading is accompanied by 3 short, 
constructed response questions. 
 

• Foundations: Each reading is accompanied by 3 short, 
constructed response questions with multiple-choice 
response options or sentence stems. 
 

Exit Ticket 

 

 

• Students consider which Progressive issue they might have 
supported had they lived through the Progressive 
movement.  

• Slides 21 and 22 restate the directions and provide sentence 
stems to guide student responses when sharing with the 
class. 
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Primary Sources and Other Resources Used 
• Woman’s Suffrage Button, 1911. Political Equality Association. American History 

Museum. The Smithsonian. Accessed 2/11/2026. 
https://www.si.edu/object/woman-suffrage-button-1911:nmah_522866  

• Woman Suffrage Postcard. American History Museum. The Smithsonian. Accessed 
2/11/2026. https://www.si.edu/object/woman-suffrage-postcard:nmah_508199  

• The Sunday Gazetteer. (Denison, Tex.), Vol. 13, No. 6, Ed. 1 Sunday, June 3, 
1894, newspaper, June 3, 
1894; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth571936/: accessed March 
12, 2026), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas 
History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Grayson County Frontier Village. 

• Jordan Company. [Minnie Fisher Cunningham for US Senate], photograph, 1920~; 
(https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth124403/: accessed January 27, 
2026), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, 
https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Austin History Center, Austin Public Library. 

• Texas. Department of Transportation. Texas Highways, Volume 67, Number 11, 
November 2020, periodical, November 2020; Austin, Texas. 
(https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1364344/: accessed March 4, 
2026), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, 
https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting UNT Libraries Government Documents 
Department. 

• Highsmith, Carol M, photographer. Judge Roy Bean's Saloon, Langtry, Texas. Langtry 
Texas United States, None. [Between 1980 and 2006] Photograph. 
https://www.loc.gov/item/2011630895/ 

• Mayo, Edward D., Temperance Parade. Parade float for the Simpson Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Location not identified. Undated, but likely part of the big 
Temperance parade of May 14, 1910. Digital Public Library of America. Accessed 
3/12/2026. https://dp.la/item/210f3d3c8dfc43473045972a2be8ae02  

• The Daily Fort Worth Democrat. (Fort Worth, Tex.), Vol. 1, No. 158, Ed. 1 Friday, 
January 5, 1877, newspaper, January 5, 
1877; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1007943/: accessed February 11, 
2026), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas 
History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Fort Worth History Center. 

• “Prohibition Brings Prosperity.” American History Museum of the Smithsonian. 
Accessed 2/12/2026. https://www.si.edu/object/prohibition-brings-
prosperity:nmah_1868131  

• A page from the “The National Temperance Alphabet: Twenty-six pen picture 
studies of the drink problem,” published in 1906 by Thomas R. Thompson. Courtesy 
of Wright. The Temperance and Prohibition Papers. Accessed 3/12/2026. 
https://www.archives.gov/nhprc/projects/catalog/temperance-and-prohibition 

  

https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1364344/
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• Gulf Oil Men Working on Pipeline, photograph, Date 
Unknown; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth49852/: accessed 
March 12, 2026), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas 
History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Permian Basin Petroleum Museum, 
Library and Hall of Fame. 

• [J.H.P. Davis Bank, Morton and 3rd, Richmond, TX, ca. 
1902.], photograph, 1902; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth378/:
 accessed February 13, 2026), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to 
Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Fort Bend Museum. 

• American Lumberman. [African American School 
House], photograph, 1907; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth2044
11/: accessed March 12, 2026), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to 
Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting The History Center. 

• Floresville School 
Students, photograph, 1907~; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1
29823/: accessed February 13, 2026), University of North Texas Libraries, The 
Portal to Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Wilson County 
Historical Society. 

• Influenza ward, Walter Reed Hospital, Wash., D.C. Nurse taking patient's pulse. , ca. 
1918. Nov. 1. Photograph. https://www.loc.gov/item/2016648028/  

• In The Good Old 
Days, photograph, 1920; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth16289/: accesse
d March 12, 2026), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas 
History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Boyce Ditto Public Library. 

• [Photograph of a Street Paving Crew]. ca. 1928. Photograph. University of North Texas 
Libraries, The Portal to Texas History; crediting Dallas Municipal Archives. 
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth480574/.  

• Sympathy Labor Parade, 1916, Minnesota. The Library of Congress. Accessed 
3/11/2026. https://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/ggbain.23312  
 

 

 


