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Station 1: Women’s Suffrage 
Reading 1: Origins of the U.S. Movement 

 

Women in the U.S. began of�icially organizing for suffrage, 
or the right to vote, in 1848, with an event called the 
Seneca Falls Convention. At this event, women met in 
Seneca Falls, New York, to establish an of�icial movement 
for women’s suffrage in the U.S.  
 

The women drafted a “Declaration of Sentiments” 
modeled after the Declaration of Independence, outlining 
18 grievances and demanding voting rights. Frederick 
Douglass, the convention’s only African American 
attendee, voiced his support for the movement. 
 

The Seneca Falls Convention inspired other similar 
conventions and organizations across the U.S. in the 
decades that followed. 
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Station 1: Women’s Suffrage 
Reading 2: Origins of the Texas Movement 

 

Women suffragists in Texas �irst proposed equal voting 
rights at the state Constitutional Convention of 1868. 
The proposal was rejected by the convention, but that 
did not deter Texas women from continuing to �ight for 
equal voting rights. 
 

Throughout the 1870s and 1880s, Texas suffragists like 
Martha Goodwin Tunstall worked with national 
organizations to advocate for voting rights. Then, in 
1893 a Texan named Rebecca Henry Hayes established 
the �irst state-wide women’s suffrage organization called 
the Texas Equal Rights Association (TERA).  
 

Though state and national organizations often excluded 
Black women from participation, Black Texan suffragists 
like Eliza E. Peterson and Maude Sampson Williams also 
played a signi�icant role in advocating for women’s 
suffrage in Texas. 
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Station 1: Women’s Suffrage 
Reading 3: The Road to Suffrage 

 

 
Figure 3: Minnie Fisher Cunningham running for  

U.S. Senate, 1920s. The Portal to Texas History 

In 1918, the Texas Equal Suffrage Association under 
President Minnie Fisher Cunningham succeeded at 
securing the passage of legislation granting Texas 
women voting rights in primary elections. In 
primaries, people vote to determine which 
candidates will be running for positions in the 
government. While Texas women still could not yet 
vote in the �inal elections for positions like governor, 
getting the right to vote in primary elections in 
Texas was a signi�icant step toward full suffrage.   

 

After decades of diligent work and advocacy, U.S. women suffragists �inally achieved their 
goal. On August 26, 1920, the Nineteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was rati�ied, 
or of�icially approved. This amendment granted voting rights to women in the U.S. Texas 
was the ninth state to ratify the amendment, and the �irst Southern state to do so. Though 
the Nineteenth Amendment granted women the right to vote, Jim Crow laws often made it 
dif�icult for Black and Hispanic women to exercise this new right.  
 

Station 1: Women’s Suffrage 
Reading 4: The Nineteenth Amendment 

 

Sixty-sixth Congress of the United States of America; At the First Session, 
Begun and held at the City of Washington on Monday, the nineteenth day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred and nineteen. 
 

JOINT RESOLUTION 
Proposing an amendment to the Constitution extending the right of suffrage to 
women. 
 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled (two-thirds of each House concurring therein), That the following 
article is proposed as an amendment to the Constitution, which shall be valid to all 
intents and purposes as part of the Constitution when rati�ied by the legislature of three-
fourths of the several States. 
 

"ARTICLE”  
"The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the 
United States or by any State on account of sex. 
Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation." 
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Station 2: Prohibition 
Reading 1: Origins of the U.S. Movement 

 

Prohibition was a movement to outlaw alcohol in the 
early 1900s. The Prohibition movement grew out of the 
Temperance Movement that began in the 1830s. The 
term “temperance” meant to avoid drinking alcohol.  
 

Supporters of Temperance, and later Prohibition, often 
believed that alcohol was the cause of many social issues 
including poverty, corruption, and family instability. 
Prohibitionists advocated against the consumption of 
alcohol in order to improve society.  
 

Nationwide support for Prohibition continued to grow 
during the early 1900s, until, on January 16, 1919, the 
Eighteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was 
passed of�icially prohibiting alcohol in the country.   
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Station 2: Prohibition 
Reading 2: Origins of the Texas Movement 

 

 
            Figure 5: The Daily Fort Worth Democrat, January 5, 

1877. The Portal to Texas History 

Beginning in the 1840s, Texas prohibitionists 
(often known as “drys” because they wanted 
Texas to be “dry” or free from alcohol) argued 
that each county should be able to determine 
whether to allow alcohol within county limits. 
This was known as “local option.” In 1843, the 
Republic of Texas passed one of the �irst local 
option laws in the U.S.  
 

In 1870, the United Friends of Temperance established the �irst state-wide prohibition 
organization in Texas. In 1883, the Women’s Christian Temperance Organization formed a 
chapter in Texas, as well as a segregated chapter for Black Texas women. 

By 1895, 53 out of Texas’s 239 counties had voted to be dry, and another 79 counties were 
considered partly dry. When the U.S. Congress proposed the Eighteenth Amendment 
prohibiting the manufacture and sale of alcohol, Texas was the 8th state to ratify the new 
amendment. The Eighteenth Amendment became law on January 16, 1919. 
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Station 2: Prohibition 
Reading 3: What were the Arguments for Prohibition? 

 

Why did Prohibitionists oppose 
alcohol? Many believed… 
 

• … alcohol led to immorality 
and harmed people’s 
character. 

• …alcohol led to physical and 
mental illness. 

• … alcohol increased crime, 
corruption, violence, and 
poverty. 

• …the increase in crime and 
health challenges caused 
higher taxes because of the 
costs of prisons and hospitals.  

 
Figure 6: A picture from the “National Temperance Alphabet” 1906 

The Smithsonian. 
 

 

Station 2: Prohibition 
Reading 4: The Eighteenth Amendment 

 

Amendment XVIII 
 
Section 1. 
After one year from the rati�ication of this article the manufacture, sale, or transportation 
of intoxicating liquors within, the importation thereof into, or the exportation thereof 
from the United States and all territory subject to the jurisdiction thereof for beverage 
purposes is hereby prohibited. 
 
Section 2. 
The Congress and the several states shall have concurrent power to enforce this article by 
appropriate legislation. 
 
Section 3. 
This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been rati�ied as an amendment to the 
Constitution by the legislatures of the several states, as provided in the Constitution, 
within seven years from the date of the submission hereof to the states by the Congress. 
 
*Note: On December 5, 1933, Congress passed the Twenty-�irst Amendment, which repealed 
the Eighteenth Amendment.  
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Station 3: Political, Economic, & Social Reform 
Reading 1: Economic Regulations  

 

The expansion of industries such as oil, beef, 
lumber, and cotton in Texas led many 
Progressive reformers to push for government 
regulations of businesses in order to ensure 
safe services and products for consumers and 
safe working environments and fair conditions 
for workers.   

Progressives also passed banking legislation to 
ensure bank services were available for more 
Texans. New laws also required the 
government to guarantee deposits in state-
regulated banks to protect people’s money. The 
U.S. government would enact a similar law 
almost twenty-�ive years later.  

 
Figure 7: J.H.P. Davis Bank, Richmond, TX. 1902. 

The Portal to Texas History 

The Texas legislature expanded the responsibilities of the Texas Railroad Commission to 
include regulation of the state’s rapidly growing oil industry. This action made the Railroad 
Commission one of the most powerful regulatory agencies in the U.S. 
 

Station 3: Political, Economic, & Social Reform 
Reading 2: Education 

 

 
Figure 8: The school in Floresville, Texas, 1907. The 

Portal to Texas History 

One goal of the Progressive Movement was to 
expand and improve education. In Texas, this 
included primary schools, high schools, 
universities, and vocational schools, which 
provided certi�ications in vocations such as 
nursing, teaching, agriculture, and carpentry.  
 

In 1923, oil was discovered on state-owned land 
in west Texas, which signi�icantly increased the 
amount of money available to Texas A&M and the 
University of Texas under the Permanent 
University fund.  

 

In 1905, the state government made the position of State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction an elected of�ice which would provide support, supplies, guidelines, regulations, 
and requirements for public schools in Texas.   

While many improvements were made to education in Texas, segregation and Jim Crow 
laws often prevented Black and Hispanic students from sharing in the bene�its.  
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Station 3: Political, Economic, & Social Reform 
Reading 3: Public Health 

 

One way many Progressives hoped to 
improve society was by improving public 
health. In 1903, the Texas government 
established the Department of Public 
Health and Vital Statistics to promote 
health and sanitation.    
 

The department worked to educate the 
public on health practices for preventing 
the spread of disease. It also set 
guidelines and regulations for sanitation, 
inspected food and water, and established 
training and certi�ication requirements 
for medical professionals. 

 
Figure 9: In�luenza ward, Walter Reed Hospital, Washington 

D.C. 1918. The Library of Congress 

During the Spanish In�luenza epidemic from 1918 to 1919, the health department educated 
the public about the illness and enforced quarantines and isolation for those affected by the 
disease. 
 

Station 3: Political, Economic, & Social Reform 
Reading 4: A Stronger State Government for Texas 

 

 
Figure 10: The Highway Department paving a road in a 

Texas community. 1928. The Portal to Texas History 

With the rise of Progressivism, many Texans 
began to support a larger and more active 
state government. During the Progressive era, 
the Texas government established new state 
agencies such as the State Board of Health, the 
Department of Agriculture, the State Parks 
Department, the Bureau of Labor and 
Statistics, the Highway Department, and the 
Library Commission. The addition of these 
new agencies increased the power and role of 
the state government.  

Though American women gained the right to vote in 1920, the Texas legislature passed 
laws restricting the voting rights of Black, Hispanic, and immigrant voters through 
measures like the poll tax, which required a payment to vote, and literacy tests. The state 
government also passed laws restricting monopolies and large corporations, increasing 
funding for public schools, restricting child labor, and ending the Convict Leasing system.  


