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Unit 11: Age of Oil
7t Grade Lesson Plan: The Big Picture
(45 - 60 minutes)
Objective In this one-day lesson, students will examine the main events and
defining characteristics of the Age of Oil.

1. We will examine the key events and defining
characteristics of the Age of Oil and identify how they
affect Texas.

2. I will analyze a primary source image, read a passage
introducing major concepts of the era, and explain the
cause-and-effect relationship between events of the era.

Key Concepts e The defining characteristics of this era include rapid
urbanization as people flock to Texas to take part in the
booming oil industry, the rise of the Progressive
Movement including advocacy for women’s suffrage, equal
rights, prohibition, labor reform, education, and health
care.

e The Mexican Revolution leads to conflicts along the Texas-
Mexico border and increases the Mexican population of
Texas as refugees seek refuge in Texas.

e Texans fight in World War I and the war plays a significant
role in transforming the economy of the state.

Skills e Reading for key information, context, main ideas, and
supporting evidence.

e Summarizing and paraphrasing key ideas in a text.

e Making observations, inferences, and predictions about a
primary source image.

e Identifying the main idea and supporting evidence from a
primary source text.

e Identifying and explaining the cause-and-effect
relationship between significant events of the era.

Essential What are the primary events and defining characteristics of the

Question Age of Oil, and how do the events of the era affect Texas?
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Assignment

Warm-up

e Students use an answer bank of nine response options to
identify up to six statements that they believe are true
about Texas and the United States during Age of Oil.

e Students use prior knowledge from the previous unit and
predictions to accomplish this task.

Lesson

e Partl: Analyze an image - Students view an image of
cattle being driven down a muddy street in Desdemona,
Texas with oil wells in the background. The image is from
August 22, 1919. Students will use the image to make
observations, inferences, and predictions about the unit.

e PartIl: Essential Ideas Reading Passage - Students read a
passage introducing key themes, events, and topics from
the unit.

e PartIIl: Students complete a “cause-and-effect” activity
identifying the causes and/or effects of five key events of
the era based on information provided in the reading.

Exit Ticket

e Students identify three statements that best summarize
defining characteristics of the era by answering a multi-
select question.

Materials

1. Slideshow (Suggested use: present on the overhead;
Upload to an educational platform like google
classroom; print extra copies for note-taking assistance)

2. Warm-up / Exit Ticket (Suggested printing: 1 per
student. Assignment prints two copies per page.)

3. Assignment (Suggested printing 1 per student)

a. Advanced Level work
b. Grade Level work
c. Foundations Level work

Differentiation

1. Scaffolding including classwork at three different levels of
academic ability

2. Visual representations of directions

3. Key information in the reading presented in bold lettering
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Reduction in writing and answer options for the cause and
effect activity

TEKS 7.01(A) Identify the major eras in Texas history, describe

their defining characteristics, and explain the purpose of
dividing the past into eras, including Age of Oil.

7.01(B) Explain the significance of the following dates:
1901, discovery of oil at Spindletop.

7.07(A) Explain how the oil industry led to the
industrialization of Texas.

7.07(C) Describe and compare the impact of reform
movements in Texas in the 19t and 20t centuries such as
progressivism, populism, women'’s suffrage, agrarianism,
labor reform.

7.07(E) Analyze the political, economic, and social impact
of World War I, such as political and economic
controversies, immigration, and migration on the history
of Texas.

7.11(A) Explain economic factors and the development of
major industries that led to the urbanization of Texas such
as transportation, oil and gas, and manufacturing.

7.20(A) Differentiate between, locate, and use valid
primary and secondary sources such as media and news
services, biographies, interviews, and artifacts to acquire
information about Texas.

7.20(B): Analyze information by applying absolute and
relative chronology through sequencing, categorizing
relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main
idea, summarizing, making generalizations and
conclusions.

7.21(A) Create and interpret thematic maps, graphs,
charts, representing various aspects of Texas during the
19th 20th, and 215t centuries.

7.22(C) Create written, oral, and visual presentations of
social studies information.
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Warm-up e Students read nine statements in a graphic organizer to
identify up to six statements that are likely to be true for
Texas and the U.S. during the Age of Oil.

e Slides 2 and 3 restate the directions and provide sentence
stems to guide student responses when sharing with the
class.

e Slides 4 and 5 provide the essential question and the “We
will / I will” statements for the lesson.

Lesson Part [: Analyze an Image

e Students view a photograph of a man driving cattle down a
muddy street in Desdemona, Texas, with oil wells in the
distance to make observations, inferences, and predictions
about the unit.

e Slide 6 provides a larger view of the image from this portion
of the work.

Part II: Essential Ideas Reading Passage

e Students read the passage about the major themes, topics,
and events of the Age of Oil.

e Slides 8 - 12 provide images to accompany the reading.
Each paragraph has one slide with an image that
accompanies the primary theme or topic of that paragraph.
The teacher can encourage students to try to determine the
connection between each image and the paragraph it
accompanies.

Part III: Cause and Effect

e Students complete a chart demonstrating the cause and
effect of four key events from the reading.

e Advanced: The Essential Ideas reading passage is written at
an above-grade-level Lexile level. Students will identify the
cause(s) and effect(s) of five key topics or events from the
reading. Advanced work requires students to formulate
their own short-answer response to explain causes and

effects.
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Grade Level: The Essential Ideas reading passage is written
at on-grade-level Lexile level. Students will identify the
cause and effect of five key topics or events from the
reading. Grade Level work includes multiple-choice options
for the cause of each of the five key events or topics from
the reading in the chart provided. Students formulate their
own response for the effect(s) of each topic.

Foundations: The Essential Ideas reading passage is written
at on-grade-level Lexile level with key information printed
in bold lettering. Students will identify the cause and effect
of five key topics or events from the reading. Foundations
work includes multiple-choice options for the cause and
effect of each of the five key events or topics from the
reading in the chart provided.

Exit Ticket

Students answer a multiple-select question to determine the
three statements that most accurately explain the defining
characteristics of the Age of Oil.

Slides 13 and 14 restate the directions and provide
directions for sharing student answers with the class.
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Primary Sources and Other Resources Used

The Lucas Gusher, 1901. 1901. Photograph. University of North Texas Libraries, The
Portal to Texas History; crediting University of Texas at Arlington Library.
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth41398/.

[Desdemona, Texas]. August 22, 1919. Photograph. University of North Texas
Libraries, The Portal to Texas History; crediting Permian Basin Petroleum Museum,
Library and Hall of Fame.
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1128933/.

Lester, Paul. The Great Galveston Disaster, Containing a Full and Thrilling Account of
the Most Appalling Calamity of Modern Times, book, 1900~;
(https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth26719/: accessed January 27,
2026), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History,
https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting UNT Libraries Special Collections.

[Oil Wells at Spindletop], photograph, Date Unknown;
(https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth202771/: accessed January 30,
2026), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History,
https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Museum of the Gulf Coast.

Wang, Thomas and Stephen Cure. Texas Population Distribution in Cities, over the U.S.
Census of 1910. 2022. Texas GLO Map Database and Store. Accessed August 7, 2025.
https://historictexasmaps.com/object/97092

Peirce & Jones, photographer. "Mother" Jones and her army of striking textile workers
starting out for their descent on New York The textile workers of Philadelphia say they
intend to show the people of the country their condition by marching through all the
important cities / / Peirce & Jones, photographers, 906 Walnut Street, Philadelphia.
Philadelphia Pennsylvania, 1903. [New York: New York World-Telegram & Sun]
Photograph. https://www.loc.gov/item /2015649893 /

National American Woman Suffrage Association. National American Woman Suffrage
Association Records: Subject File, -1953; Parades for suffrage. - 1953, 1851.
Manuscript/Mixed Material. https://www.loc.gov/item/mss3413201837/

Pouring Whiskey Into a Sewer. 1921. Photograph. The Library of Congress.
https://www.loc.gov/item/2001706109/.

NAACP officials at the Twentieth Annual Session of the NAACP in Cleveland, Ohio,
June 26, 1929. Photograph. NAACP Collection, Prints and Photographs Division,
Library of Congress (066.00.00) Courtesy of the NAACP

Digital ID # ppmsca-05523. www.loc.gov/exhibits/naacp/the-new-negro-
movement.html#obj24
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Aultman, Otis A., 1874-1943. [Insurrectos Posing for a

Photo], photograph, [1910..1920]; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metap
th63336/: accessed February 27, 2026), University of North Texas Libraries, The
Portal to Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting El Paso Public
Library.

Three students of the University of Texas School of Military Aeronautics on the lawn in
front of the Old Main building, Austin, Texas. 1917-19. Photograph. University of
North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History; crediting Austin History Center,
Austin Public Library. https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth124222/.



