
Unit 11: 
The Age of Oil

Lesson 1: 
The Big Picture

The Lucas Gusher, Spindletop, 1901
The Portal to Texas History

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Lucas Gusher, 1901. 1901. Photograph. University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History; crediting University of Texas at Arlington Library. https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth41398/. 




Warm-up: 
Follow the directions to complete your warm-up

• Which topics do you 
think we are most 
likely to see in this 
unit?

• Circle or highlight up to 
6 topics.

• Share your responses 
with a partner.



Share with the class

One statement that I think 
could be true for this unit is 

that __________ 



Essential Question

What are the primary events and 
defining characteristics of the Age of 

Oil, and how do the events of the 
era affect Texas? 



In today’s lesson…
1. We will examine the key events and defining 

characteristics of the Age of Oil and identify how 
they affect Texas. 

2. I will analyze a primary source image, read a 
passage introducing major concepts of the era, and 
explain the cause-and-effect relationship between 
events of the era. 



Part I: Analyze an Image

Desdemona, Texas, August 22, 1919. The Portal to Texas History

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[Desdemona, Texas]. August 22, 1919. Photograph. University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History; crediting Permian Basin Petroleum Museum, Library and Hall of Fame. https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1128933/. 




Part II: Essential Ideas 
Reading Passage



Paragraph 1: Big Changes in the 20th Century 

The Great Galveston Disaster
The Portal to Texas History

Oil wells at Spindletop, 1901
The Portal to Texas History

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Lester, Paul. The Great Galveston Disaster, Containing a Full and Thrilling Account of the Most Appalling Calamity of Modern Times, book, 1900~; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth26719/: accessed January 27, 2026), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting UNT Libraries Special Collections.

[Oil Wells at Spindletop], photograph, Date Unknown; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth202771/: accessed January 30, 2026), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Museum of the Gulf Coast.
��



Paragraph 2: 
Urbanization

Texas population 
distribution in cities, per 
the U.S. Census of 1910.

The Texas General Land Office
GIS Educational Maps

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Wang, Thomas and Stephen Cure. Texas Population Distribution in Cities, over the U.S. Census of 1910. 2022. Texas GLO Map Database and Store. Accessed August 7, 2025. https://historictexasmaps.com/object/97092




Paragraph 3: The Progressive Movement

People gathered to protest 
poor working conditions.
The Library of Congress.

Women marching for the 
right to vote.

The Library of Congress.
Government officials pouring 

alcohol into a drain.
The Library of Congress.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Peirce & Jones, photographer. "Mother" Jones and her army of striking textile workers starting out for their descent on New York The textile workers of Philadelphia say they intend to show the people of the country their condition by marching through all the important cities / / Peirce & Jones, photographers, 906 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. Philadelphia Pennsylvania, 1903. [New York: New York World-Telegram & Sun] Photograph. https://www.loc.gov/item/2015649893/.

National American Woman Suffrage Association. National American Woman Suffrage Association Records: Subject File, -1953; Parades for suffrage. - 1953, 1851. Manuscript/Mixed Material. https://www.loc.gov/item/mss3413201837/.

Pouring Whiskey Into a Sewer. 1921. Photograph. The Library of Congress. https://www.loc.gov/item/2001706109/.





Paragraph 4: 
The Fight for Civil Rights

NAACP officials at the Twentieth Annual Session of the NAACP in 
Cleveland, Ohio, June 26, 1929.

The Library of Congress

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
NAACP officials at the Twentieth Annual Session of the NAACP in Cleveland, Ohio, June 26, 1929. Photograph. NAACP Collection, Prints and Photographs Division, Library of Congress (066.00.00) Courtesy of the NAACP�Digital ID # ppmsca-05523. www.loc.gov/exhibits/naacp/the-new-negro-movement.html#obj24 




Paragraph 5: International Conflicts

Mexican revolutionaries
The El Paso Public Library
The Portal to Texas History

Students from the University of Texas School 
of Military Aeronautics

The Portal to Texas History

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Aultman, Otis A., 1874-1943. [Insurrectos Posing for a Photo], photograph, [1910..1920]; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth63336/: accessed February 27, 2026), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting El Paso Public Library.

Three students of the University of Texas School of Military Aeronautics on the lawn in front of the Old Main building, Austin, Texas. 1917-19. Photograph. University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History; crediting Austin History Center, Austin Public Library. https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth124222/. 




Exit Ticket: 
Follow the directions to complete your exit ticket

• Read the sentence 
stem in the question.

• Choose THREE 
responses that best 
complete the stem.

• Share your responses 
with a partner.



Share with the class 2

One of the defining 
characteristics of the Age of 

Oil is ___________
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