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Part I: Analyze an Image

Figure 1: The Portal to Texas History

1. What is one thing
you observe about
the image?

2. What is one thing you can infer about this era of Texas history based on the image?

Based on the image, I can infer that

because

3. What do you predict we will see in this unit based on the image? Choose three.

The Texas economy will
experience a number of
setbacks and challenges.

Immigration from Germany
will increase.

The beef industry will
continue to play a
significant role in Texas.

The growth of towns, cities,
and urban areas.

The Mexican government
will try to reconquer Texas

Oil will become an
important part of the Texas
economy.




Texas

History
for
Teachers—

Part II: Essential Ideas Reading Passage

Significant changes waited for Texas when the 1900s arrived. In Texas, the 20t century
began with the worst natural disaster in U.S. history. On September 8, 1900, a deadly
hurricane destroyed Galveston, which was Texas’s most important port city at the time.
Then, five months later, a vast amount of oil was discovered near Houston at a place
called Spindletop on January 10, 1901. This discovery would change Texas forever.

As a result of the Spindletop oil discovery, people from around the U.S. flooded into
Texas. They hoped to take part in the extremely profitable oil industry. Oil boom towns
appeared across the state and hundreds of thousands of people migrated to larger cities
in search of new opportunities.

The rapid urbanization of Texas led to many new challenges. Cities became overcrowded
and diseases spread rapidly. Many people worried about public health and safety.
Workers wanted better working conditions, and women and People of Color argued for
equal rights. As a result, a movement called Progressivism began to grow. Progressivism
focused on fixing the different challenges facing people across the country. Progressives
wanted to improve life for people in cities, including better pay and safer working
conditions for laborers. Many Progressives also supported women'’s suffrage, the
prohibition of alcohol, and equal rights.

Texas and other southern states continued to pass Jim Crow laws restricting the rights of
Black citizens. Black Americans worked to defend their rights by forming organizations like
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, or the NAACP. At the
same time, the Ku Klux Klan worked to become a national organization. In this era, the Klan
not only opposed equal rights, but they also targeted Catholics, immigrants, and moral
issues like drinking and gambling. Some Klan members got involved in government. Many
members continued to use violence and intimidation to achieve their goals.

During this era, two international conflicts had a significant effect on Texas. The Mexican
Revolution began in 1910 as different groups of people fought for political power in
Mexico. The Mexican Revolution lasted ten years and took nearly one million lives.
Many Mexicans sought refuge from the violence in Texas and other states in the U.S.
Then in 1914, World War I broke out in Europe. The U.S. entered the war in 1917, and
one million Texans registered for the draft. Approximately 5,000 Texans died during
the service, mostly from the “Spanish Flu.” World War I ended in 1918, and the U.S. entered
the 1920s with more power and a stronger economy than ever before. For Texas, the Age
of Oil brought significant developments, advancements, and challenges to the Lone Star
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state as well.
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Part III: Cause and Effect

Directions: In the chart below, explain the cause and effect of each event or topic. Some
topics may have more than one cause or effect.

Cause Event or Topic Effect

A) The hurricane of 1900 C) Jim Crow laws passed
destroyed Texas’s #1 The rise of the that continued
port city of Galveston. il industrv i segregation in Texas.

B) The Spindletop CLL HENETL S L D) People flooded into
discovery occurred on Texas Texas, urbanization
January 10, 1901. increased.

A) Urbanization caused C) People worked for better
overcrowding and Growth of the healthcare, pay, working

safety concerns. conditions, and rights.

B) Oil boom towns Progresswe D) People wanted the full
provided economic Movement legalization of alcohol
opportunities to many. through prohibition.

A) Jim Crow laws, Continued and C) The Klan opposed .
segregation, and Klan . d immigrants, Catholics,

. . increase and immorality.
activity continued. advocacy for D) Organizations like the
B) People argued for labor NAACP were formed and

protections and laws to | equal rights for Black to defend the rights

support workers. Black Texans of African Americans.

A) Discrimination against C) One million lives were
Tejanos and Mexican- The Mexican lost and many Mexicans
Americans in Texas. . immigrated to Texas.

B) Different groups in Revolution D) The U.S. entered the war
Mexico struggled for 1910-1920 in 1917 to oppose the

political power. revolutionaries.

C) The Spanish Flu took the
One million lives of the majority of

Texans service men during the
war.

A) World War I broke out
in Europe in 1914, and
the U.S. joined in 1917.

B) The population of Texas registered for D)

increased rapidlv due to . 5,000 Texans died during
R the military the war, but the U.S.
immigration during the i became more somerful
Mexican Revolution. draftin 1917. p

after the war.
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