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Video Introduction

This video provides a brief introduction to the major themes and events of the Age of Oil
unit. Use this viewing guide to assess your understanding of the topics in the video.

Vocabulary

Directions: Before you begin the video, read the terms below to familiarize yourself with
new vocabulary introduced in this video.

Term

Definition

Boomtown (n)

A town, city, or community that experienced incredible growth in
a short period of time.

Oil derrick (n)

A tall structure built to support equipment needed to drill into
the earth for oil.

Progressives (n)

A group of people during the Age of Oil who advocated for
improvements in society, including better education, healthcare,
safety, working environments, and housing.

Jim Crow (n)

A set of laws passed after the Civil War to restrict the rights of
Black Americans.

Before You Watch

Read each statement below and predict whether you believe it to be true or false. After you
watch, you will return to this portion to record your final answer.

Before you | After you . . . .
. B Major Questions Facing the United States
T/F T/F 1. Most Texans, including tenant farmers, experienced
incredible economic success during the Age of Oil.

2. Texas cities grew significantly through the process of

T/F T/F urbanization.
3. Rapid growth of cities caused a number of challenges that

T/F T/F led to the formation of a movement to improve society.
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While

You Watch

Directions: Answer the questions about the Age of Oil while you watch the video.

1. Place a checkmark in every box that correctly identifies a major change that took

place during the Age of Oil.
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0il was discovered in Texas.

The population of Texas decreased.
Conflict with Mexico led to another
war.

New technology included electric
lights, cars, and movies.
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There was a boom in cotton
farming.

Many farmers struggled financially.
Voting rights were limited for
People of Color.

More people moved to rural areas.

2. Read the topic in each column on the left. Write some of the effects of each topic in

the space provided on the right.

Topic or Event

Effects

The discovery of oil at
Spindletop, January 10, 1901.

The urbanization of Texas

The Progressive Movement

Jim Crow laws

After You Watch: Return to the chart on page 1, “Before You Watch.” Complete the
chart and compare your original answers to your final answers.
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