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Unit 8: Civil War  
7th Grade Lesson Plan: Causes of the Civil War 

Guided Notes  
(45 – 60 minutes) 

 

Objective In this one-day guided notes lesson, students will examine seven 
key events that led to the outbreak of the Civil War and 
determine the role that slavery and sectionalism played in each 
event.  
 

1. We will  identify the primary cause of the Civil War and 
examine seven significant events related to this cause that 
contributed to the outbreak of the Civil War. 

2. I will consider and explain how each event contributed to 
the rising sectionalism that led to the Civil War.  

 
Key Concepts • Slavery was the primary cause of the Civil War. Events 

related to the westward expansion of slavery contributed 
to the outbreak of the Civil War.  

• Seven significant events leading to the Civil War include 
the Missouri Compromise, the Compromise of 1850, The 
Kansas-Nebraska Act, “Bleeding Kansas,” the Dred Scott 
Case, John Brown’s Raid on Harper’s Ferry, and the 
Election of 1860.  

Skills • Identifying the main idea and supporting evidence of 
historical information. 

• Using reasoning and deduction skills to determine how 
various historical events influenced different regions of 
the U.S. related to slavery and sectionalism.  

• Formulating short constructed responses. 
 

Essential 
Question 

What was the primary cause of the Civil War, and what events 
occurred from 1820 to 1860 that give evidence of this cause? 

Assignment Warm-up 
 

• Students  analyze a primary source excerpt from the State 
of Texas Declaration of Secession to identify and 
summarize at least one grievance listed in the document. 
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Lesson  
 

• Students examine seven key events related to the 
Westward expansion of slavery that led to the Civil war 
including the Missouri Compromise, the Compromise of 
1850, the Kansas-Nebraska Act, “Bleeding Kansas,” The 
Dred Scott Case, the raid on Harper’s Ferry, and the 
election of Abraham Lincoln. 

• Students identify and explain how each event contributed 
to the rising sectional divisions in the United States.  

 
Exit Ticket 
 

• Students complete three sentence stems to write a 
complete explanation of the primary cause of the Civil 
War, and provide information about one event from the 
lesson that demonstrates this cause.  

 
Materials 1. Slideshow (Suggested use: present on the overhead; 

Upload to an educational platform like google 
classroom; print extra copies for note-taking assistance)  

2. Warm-up / Exit Ticket (Suggested printing: 1 per 
student. Assignment prints two copies per page.) 

3. Assignment (Suggested printing 1 per student) 
a. Advanced Level work 
b. Grade Level work 
c. Foundations Level work 

 

Differentiation 1. Scaffolding including classwork at three different levels of 
academic ability 

2. Visual representations of directions 
3. Chunking text information 
4. Sentence Stems and response options for short 

constructed response questions. 
5. Reduction in the amount of writing 

 

TEKS 

 

 

• 7.01(B) Explain the significance of the following dates: 
1861, Civil War begins.  

• 7.05(A) Explain the central role the expansion of slavery 
played in the involvement of Texas in the Civil War. 

• 7.20(A) Differentiate between, locate, and use valid 
primary and secondary sources such as media and news 
services, biographies, interviews, and artifacts to acquire 
information about Texas.  
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• 7.20(B): Analyze information by applying absolute and 
relative chronology through sequencing, categorizing 
relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main 
idea, summarizing, making generalizations and 
conclusions.  

• 7.20(E) Formulate and communicate visually, orally, or in 
writing a claim supported by evidence and reasoning 
related to a social studies topic.  
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Teacher Guide: Causes of the Civil War Guided Notes 
 

Warm-up 

 

 

 

• Students read an excerpt from the State of Texas Declaration 
of Secession which lists several grievances the state of Texas 
had against the U.S. government including what Texans 
deemed unfair representation, not adequately protecting 
Texans from American Indian attacks, and electing an anti-
slavery president to “ruin” the slave states.  

• Students will explain ONE of the grievances the Texans 
talked about in the document.  

• NOTE: The excerpt includes vocabulary support for 
unfamiliar/challenging academic terms including 
impoverished, appropriations, and consummation.  

• Slides 2 and 3 restate the directions and provide sentence 
stems to guide student responses when sharing with the 
class. 

• Slides 4 and 5 provide the essential question and the “We 
will / I will” Statements for the lesson. 
 

Lesson • Students use information provided in the slideshow to learn 
about seven significant events related to the Westward 
expansion of slavery that led to the Civil War. 

• Based on their prior knowledge of the North and the South’s 
positions on slavery, students will identify how both regions 
likely responded to each of the significant events, and how 
each event contributed to the increasing sectional divisions 
over slavery. 

• NOTE: This is a Guided Notes lesson, however the students 
do not write traditional notes. The information from the 
slideshow notes is already included in their worksheet. 
Rather than write the notes, they examine the notes 
provided and respond to questions about each event.  

• Slides 7 – 14 provide notes for each of the events covered in 
the lesson. 
 

• Advanced: Students answer short constructed response 
questions about each event to identify how the North and 
the South most likely responded to the events and explain 
how the events increased sectional tension leading to the 
Civil War. Advanced work includes an additional optional 
activity in which students are directed to create their own 



 
 

5 
 

timeline of the causes of the Civil War based on information 
provided in the lesson.  
 

• Grade Level: Students answer short constructed response 
questions with sentence stems provided to identify how the 
North and the South most likely responded to the events and 
explain how the events increased sectional tension leading 
to the Civil War. 
 

• Foundations: Students answer short constructed response 
questions with sentence stems provided and response 
options to choose from to finish each question in order to 
identify how the North and the South most likely responded 
to the events and explain how the events increased sectional 
tension leading to the Civil War. 
 
 

Exit Ticket 

 

 

• Students complete three sentence stems to create a short 
constructed response identifying the primary cause of the 
Civil War (slavery), choose one event from the lesson, and 
explaining how that event contributed to the sectional 
divisions over slavery. 

• Slides 15 and 16 restate the directions and provide sentence 
stems to guide student responses when sharing with the 
class. 
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Primary Sources and Other Resources Used 
• Brownrigg, R. T., and William Dunn Schoolfield. “[State of Texas Declaration of 

Secession].” The Portal to Texas History, June 30, 2015. 
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth619463/m1/1/  

• Inauguration of Abraham Lincoln - March 4. Washington D.C, ca. 1935. [1861] 
Photograph. Accessed Aug. 21, 2025 https://www.loc.gov/item/00652340/  

• Mcconnell Map Co, and James McConnell. Kansas-Nebraska Act, 1854. 1919. Library 
of Congress Geography and Map Division. Accessed Aug. 21, 2025 
https://www.loc.gov/item/2009581130/ 

• Missouri Compromise of 1820 Map. Justin Arroyos (Compiler) Lila Rakoczy 
(Compiler) Kelsey Bonnell (Compiler) GIS Educational Maps, Texas General Land 
Office. Accessed August 13, 2025. https://historictexasmaps.com/object/97357   

• Arroyos, Justin, Lila Rakoczy, and Kelsey Bonnell. Compromise of 1850. 2024. Texas 
Glo Map Database and Store. Accessed August 6, 2025. 
https://historictexasmaps.com/collection/search-results/97358-compromise-of-
1850-gis-educational-maps 

• Mcconnell Map Co, and James McConnell. Kansas-Nebraska Act, 1854. 1919. Library 
of Congress Geography and Map Division. Accessed Aug. 21, 2025 
https://www.loc.gov/item/2009581130/ 

• The Tragic Prelude John Brown by John Steuart Curry. 1938. This work is in 
the public domain in the United States because it was published in the United 
States between 1930 and 1977, inclusive, without a copyright notice. For further 
explanation, see Commons:Hirtle chart as well as a detailed definition of 
"publication" for public art.Note that it may still be copyrighted in jurisdictions that 
do not apply the rule of the shorter term for US works (depending on the date of the 
author's death), such as Canada (50 p.m.a.), Mainland China (50 p.m.a., not Hong 
Kong or Macao), Germany (70 p.m.a.), Mexico (100 p.m.a.), Switzerland (70 p.m.a.), 
and other countries with individual treaties. Accessed August 13, 2025. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_Tragic_Prelude_John_Brown.jpg   

• Century Company, Publisher. Dred Scott. Harriet, wife of Dred Scott. , 1887. [New 
York: Century Co., June] Photograph. Accessed Aug. 21, 2025 
https://www.loc.gov/item/2014645331/  

• Harper's Ferry insurrection - Interior of the Engine-House, just before the gate is 
broken down by the storming party - Col. Washington and his associates as captives, 
held by Brown as hostages. Harpers Ferry West Virginia, 1859. Photograph. 
Accessed Aug. 21, 2025 https://www.loc.gov/item/2002735881/  

• Lovett, J. D. Free Territory for a Free People. United States, 1860. Photograph. 
Accessed Aug. 21, 2025. https://www.loc.gov/item/2008661602/  
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