Texas

History
for
Teachers—

Unit 8: Civil War

Name:

Warm-up: The Big Picture

Date:

Period:

Directions: Circle or highlight each item in the answer bank that you think was true for Texas and the

United States as we begin this unit.

The U.S. successfully comes to an
acceptable compromise over the
expansion of slavery.

Pressure from Great Britain and
France causes Texas to abandon
slavery.

Texas’ economy is largely
composed of plantation
agriculture using slave labor.

More and more people in Texas
come to oppose slavery and call
for its abolition within the state.

Sectional division between the
North and South over slavery is
at an all-time high.

Texas has become even more
closely connected with other
slave states in the South.

If the South decides to secede,
Texas will probably join the
Southern states that leave.

The population of Texas steadily
decreases as planters flee to
other Southern states.

Many Southern states are
prepared to separate from the
U.S. over the issue of slavery.
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The Big Picture EXit Ticket

1. Which statements best describe the significance of Texas’ role in the Civil War? Choose THREE
correct answers.

a.

* *
* *
* x

Texas’ distance from the majority of the fighting meant that the Texas economy was able to
continue uninterrupted, allowing Texas to provide essential support to the Confederate war
effort.

Texan soldiers made up the majority of the Confederate Army in the eastern theater, with
most Texas soldiers fighting in significant battles in eastern states like Virginia, Maryland,
and Pennsylvania.

Though the Texas economy was destroyed as a result of the many battles fought on Texas
soil, Texans still managed to raise money to contribute to the Confederate war effort,
providing nearly % of the funds to supply the Confederate troops.

Texans were able to get around the Union blockade of Southern ports by moving Texas
goods across the Rio Grande and shipping them from Mexican ports.

Texas provided a safe haven to Southerners fleeing the violence in the rest of the South, and
allowed Southern planters a place to bring the enslaved people so they wouldn’t seek
refuge with the Union army.
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