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Preview of the Civil War Video 

Unit 8: Civil War 
 

Name:  Date:   Period:  
 

Video Introduction 

This video provides a brief introduction of the major themes and events of the Civil War 
unit. Use this viewing guide to assess your understanding of the topics in the video. 

Video Vocabulary 

Directions: Before you begin the video, read the terms below to familiarize yourself with 
new vocabulary introduced in this video.  

Term Definition 

Civil War (n) A war between two or more groups of people within a country. 

The Confederacy (n)  
The Southern slave states who seceded from the United States 
and fought against the U.S. in the Civil War.  

Confederates (n) The people in the Southern states, or the Confederacy 

The Union (n) 
 The United States of America; During this time, the Union 
referred to the Northern and Western free states and the border 
slave states in the U.S.  

Blockade (v, n) 
To block ships or materials from entering or exiting ports. This 
prevents important supplies from reaching ports during a war.  

 

Before You Watch… 

Directions: Read each statement before you watch. Make your best educated guess whether 

each statement is TRUE or FALSE. After you watch, return to this section to complete it. 

Before you 
watch 

After you 
watch Statement 

T     /      F T     /      F 
1. Texas was the site of many major battles during the 

Civil War. 

T     /      F T     /      F 
2. Agriculture in Texas was effectively stopped due to 

Union invasions and battles on Texas soil. 

T     /      F T     /      F 
3. Texas was unable to continue to trade its cotton on 

international markets because of the war. 

T     /      F T     /      F 
4. One significant effect of this war was that slavery was 

officially abolished throughout the country.    
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1. Which of the following statements were true of Texas during the Civil War? Circle or 

highlight THREE correct statements. 
 

Texas cotton and corn 
provided food and 

clothing for the South. 

Juneteenth was the day 
the Civil War ended in 

Texas. 

Several major battles 
were fought in Texas 
during the Civil War. 

The population of 
enslaved people in Texas 

decreased during the war. 

Many Southerners fled to 
Texas for safety and to 

hide their slaves. 

Texas was able to 
continue its international 

trade through Mexico. 

 
2. Which two statements best explain Texas’ significance to the Civil War? Choose TWO 

correct answers.  
a. Much of Texas’ territory and economy was destroyed by the war because the 

majority of the significant battles took place in and around Texas.  

b. The Union blockade of Texas ports severely disrupted Texas international 

cotton trade, which in turn hurt Texas’ economy during the war.  

c. Most Texans supported the Union and opposed the Southern states of the 

Confederacy, therefore very few Texans took part in the Civil War.  

d. Because Texas was far from many of the major battles, it provided a safe 

haven for people fleeing the violence of the war and for slave holders who 

wanted to prevent their slaves from running away to the Union.  

e. Texas was far from most of the major battles of the war, therefore the state 

was able to successfully continue its agriculture to help provide for the South. 
 

3. How was Texas significant during the Civil War?  Consider what role Texas played in 

the war, and how Texas contributed or took part in the events of the war.  

 

 

 


