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                  Primary Source Excerpts

	Excerpt 1: “The End of the World: The Buffalo Go”

“There was war between the buffalo and the white men. The white men built forts in the Kiowa country, and the … soldiers shot the buffalo as fast as they could, but the buffalo kept coming on, coming on, even into the post cemetery at Fort Sill. Soldiers were not enough to hold them back.”

“Then the white men hired hunters to do nothing but kill the buffalo. Up and down the plains those men ranged, shooting sometimes as many as a hundred buffalo a day. Behind them came the skinners with their wagons. They piled the hides and bones into the wagons until they were full, and then took their loads to the new railroad stations that were being built, to be shipped east to the market. Sometimes there would be a pile of bones as high as a man, stretching a mile along the railroad track.”

· A story from "The End of the World: The Buffalo Go: Old Lady Horse (Spear Woman)" Legends of Our Times: Native Cowboy Life.

	


Kiowa country: Land where the Kiowa tribe lived in the Great Plains.




Ranged: Wandered or traveled over a long distance

Skinners: Men whose job was to cut the skin off the buffalo.

Hides: Buffalo skins



	Excerpt 2: Adobe Walls: A Hunter’s Paradise

“On the morning of the 6th day after reaching Adobe Walls we bid good bye to our friends and started south, crossing the Canadian at the mouth of White Deer, traveling up that stream to the head of it, to where it opened out on the plains near where the town of Pampa is now located. Remember this was entire new country to us. Very few white men had ever been over any portion of it; there were no trails or roads, only trails made by the buffalo, which led in every direction, often worn a foot deep by the countless thousands of hoofs that passed over them. For centuries this had been the home of the wild plains Indian, the buffalo, the deer and the antelope. In the timbered creeks were thousands of turkeys and quails, and a little further east in the sand hills were innumerable prairie chickens. It was indeed the hunter’s paradise.”

· Goodnight, Charles, Emanuel Dubbs, and John A. Hart. Pioneer Days in the southwest from 1850 to 1879.
	

Adobe Walls: An important Anglo hunter’s camp in the Great Plains of Texas.








Timbered Creeks: Small rivers with trees around them


Innumerable: Too many to count



	Excerpt 3: The Importance of the Railroad

“The [rail]road is of national importance…. Because it will bring into market many million acres of land that are now wholly unproductive and without value… It will effectually settle the Indian question by enabling the Government to concentrate its forces and diminish the number of its military posts, thus materially increasing the mobility of the army and enabling it to more effectually protect the people of Western Texas… from the Indian raids that have been so destructive to life and property during the last few years…. It will develop in Texas the agricultural resources of a country unequaled in the world, where cotton, tobacco, wheat, oats, and barley can be raised in the same field, side by side, each in quantities equal to the yield of any other State in the Union.”

· “Reasons Why Aid Should Be Granted to the Texas and Pacific Railroad Co.” 1874. Texas State Library and Archives Commission.
	


Unproductive: Not producing any crops or natural resources

Forces: Military troops

Diminish: Reduce

Thus: As a result

Mobility: Ability to move



	Excerpt 4: New Innovations – The Windmill

“The Prairie Farmer says Holliday’s improvement overcomes the difficulty in the way of the complete usefulness of wind engines, by making them perfectly self-regulating and enabling them to resist the shock of hard storms and high winds. They are now applied to various uses of the farm – pumping water, sawing wood, shelling corn, grinding grain, etc. . . . We expect to see much of western Texas irrigated by wind power before many years. There are good reasons for this opinion. The wind prevails with more regularity than in other part of the United States during the summer. The channels of the rivers are deep, rendering it difficult to raise the water sufficiently by damming…and the valleys and adjacent prairies are generally the richest lands in the world, free from marshes, which by irrigation, will be enhanced in value hundreds of millions of dollars. In fact, irrigation will render western Texas the “paradise of the world.”

· The Texas Almanac for 1870, and Emigrant's Guide to Texas. The Portal to Texas History.
	



Self-regulating: Able to run themselves

Enabling: Allowing



Irrigated: Supplied with water 

Prevails: Is widespread and strong

Rendering: Making, or causing 

Adjacent: Nearby




	Excerpt 5: New Innovations – Barbed wire

“A firm in this city have received an order for 190,000 pounds of barbed wire, to fence Captain King’s new ranch in Cameron county, which consists of 670,000 acres, the largest pasture under one fence in the world.”

· Fort Worth Daily Gazette. Nov. 4, 1883. The Portal to Texas History.

“CHAPTER XXI. An Act to prescribe the punishment for the wanton and willful cutting, injuring or destroying fences. Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas, That any person who shall wantonly, or with intent to injure the owner, and willfully cut, injure or destroy any fence, or part of a fence, (without such fence is the property of the person so cutting, injuring or destroying the same,) shall be deemed guilty of an offense, and upon conviction therefor shall be punished by confinement in the State Penitentiary for a term not less than one year nor more than five years.”

· “The Laws of Texas, 1822-1897 Volume 9.” The Portal to Texas History
	

Firm: Business

Ranch: A large farm that raises livestock like cattle.



Prescribe: Authorize 

Wanton: A deliberate bad action




Deemed: Determined to be

Offense: Crime

Confinement: Imprisonment

Penitentiary: Prison



	Excerpt 6: Cattle Drives

“The Cattle Drive. The Coleman county trail is alive with moving herds. The cattle drive is now in full progress. Some 900 head of cattle passed through this county during the three days ending Tuesday last. It is thought that the old Fort Worth trail will be abandoned after this year owing to the rapid settlement of the country along its route. Hood & Holmsley’s herd started this week for Kansas. Wright & Wilson’s herd will follow in a few days. Mr. Rosencranz’s herd is fast being gathered. He now has 1,100 branded. These cattle will be taken to the panhandle. Frank Wilson left for Caldwell, Kansas yesterday, with 1,800 head of cattle belonging to Wright & Wilson.”

· The Comanche Chief. (Comanche, Tex.), Vol. 8, No. 25, Ed. 1 Saturday, May 14, 1881.” The Portal to Texas History
	


Herds: Large groups of animals

Head of cattle: Number of cows

Owing to: Because of




Branded: marked with a special symbol to show who owns the cattle



	Excerpt 7: The Farmer’s Alliance 


“There never was a time when the influence of the Farmers’ Alliance was more sorely needed than now. The farmers and producers of the land must organize if they propose to maintain their status with other classes. It is a necessity personally to the agricultural classes. Their safety depends upon organization. Upon the farmers rest the responsibility, to a large degree, for the future of the country. They have the power, if it is aggregated, to lead the people out of the wilderness of error that engulfs them at present. Our political system must be reformed, and that reform must be brought about by the common people. Such is the history of all reforms. Capitalists, men of money, bankers and money loaners never inaugurate reform movement….They always originate among the laboring and producing classes. Reform must come in this country or comes revolution.”

· “The Southern Mercury.  Nov. 22, 1894.” The Portal to Texas History
	

Farmer’s Alliance: An organization to support small farms and farmers.





Aggregated: Joined together as one unified group.

Engulfs: Surrounds

Reformed: Changed in order to improve something.

Inaugurate: Begin

Revolution: A dramatic change to a system or government




	Excerpt 8: The Populist Party


“The Dallas News makes a…prophecy concerning the popularity of the populists in Texas. It says:‘The growth of the populist party in Texas has been simply wonderful up to this time; …Representing, as it does, the great mass of dissatisfied people, its growth or decay must necessarily be more or less a result of times and conditions. When the conditions are distressing and the masses become impoverished, the populists will increase and become a weighty factor in politics…. When a man is satisfied he rarely changes. It is the dissatisfied element that encourages new political movements and gets up courage enough to break away from the old parties.’”

· “Jacksboro Gazette. Sept. 14, 1893.” The Portal to Texas History
	

Populists: People in the Populist Party, a new political party for working people.

Dissatisfied: Unhappy

Decay: Rotting or dying out

Distressing: Causing anxiety and fear

Impoverished: Very poor




	Excerpt 9: The Challenges of Farming Cotton


“A CROP THAT ENSLAVES…. THE GAZETTE would appeal to the farmers of this section not to stake their all on cotton. Cotton is not only ‘a credit crop’ that peons the farmer to the merchant and the merchant to the factor, but it is a proverb in Mississippi, where men raise cotton, get deeper in debt and have naught to look forward to except the chance of going in debt to make another crop, that ‘it takes thirteen months in the year to raise cotton.’ The man who confines himself to cotton-raising is a financial slave, and all the alliances, granges, or political parties in the country cannot emancipate him while he raises cotton and buys bread and meat…. ‘Cotton is King,’ and the most exacting tyrant that ever ruled a people.”

· “Fort Worth Weekly Gazette. (Fort Worth, Tex.) Thursday, September 5, 1889.” The Portal to Texas History
	
Appeal to: To make a strong or urgent request

Stake their all: Put all their money in cotton.

Peon: A worker who receives low pay and has little control over their labor.

Naught: Nothing

Confines: Limits

Granges: Farms

Emancipate: Free

Exacting tyrant: A demanding, cruel, and oppressive ruler



	Excerpt 10: Segregation and Jim Crow


“Some one has sent me a copy of [Senate Bill Number 18] offered by Mr. Pope, proposing to require the railroads to furnish separate cars for white and colored passengers. I see by the papers that the bill has reached the House and been referred to the proper committee. I am grieved to see the Legislature falling into the error of legislating on this subject which is clearly not within its province. Besides, all such legislation is futile and iniquitous and cannot possibly withstand our advancing humanity and civilization. Such a law would be a disgrace to the State, in the eyes of enlightened mankind, and a severe reflection upon the wisdom of a people, whose Representatives attempted to preserve in law a prejudice which the growing humanity and intelligence of the people they misrepresented in the matter had more than half overcome.

· A speech by Norris Wright Cuney, an African American political leader in Texas during this era. The speech was published in the book A Tribune of the Black People, book, 1913. The Portal to Texas History
	
Senate Bill Number 18: A law proposed by the Texas Senate.

Furnish: Provide

Colored: A term used during this era for African Americans.

Grieved: Deeply upset.

Legislating: Creating laws.

Futile: Pointless

Iniquitous: Unfair and morally wrong.

Prejudice: Stereotypes or beliefs about people that are not based on facts. 
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