
    Warm-up: How do we know what we know? 
                     Unit 10: Cotton, Cattle, & Railroads 

Name:  Date:   Period:  
 

“He gave his name as S. M. Wills, and that four years ago, when but 17 years of age, hearing glowing 
accounts of frontier life, become one of a party of buffalo-hunters on the Staked Plains. Game was 
plenty and they were making money fast slaughtering the bison for its hide. This was in 1874, the 
season so many thousands of buffalo were killed.” 

- “Escaped from Captivity: Four Years Among the Comanches and Apaches.” 1879. The Portal to Texas History 
 

1. What is the primary topic of 
this excerpt?  

a. Con�lict with American 
Indians 

b. The cultivation of cotton 
c. Bison hunting on the Plains 
d. The cattle and beef 

industries 

2. Which answer provides the best summary of this excerpt? 

e. Some people bene�ited from hunting bison for their 
pro�itable hides. 

f. Some took part in agriculture on the Texas Plains using 
irrigation to transport water resources. 

g. Cattle prices in northern states helped drive the growing 
beef industry in Texas.  
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 How do we know what we know? Exit Ticket 
 

 

1. What is one primary topic or major theme of this unit, and what evidence of this topic appeared in 
the primary source excerpts you analyzed?  

 

One of the primary topics or major themes of this unit is ________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________.  

Evidence of this topic appeared in one primary source excerpt which discussed 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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