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Unit 10: Cotton, Cattle, & Railroads
7t Grade Lesson Plan:
Who's Who of Cotton, Cattle, & Railroads

(45 - 60 minutes: Reduced Lesson)
(135 - 180 minutes: Full Lesson)
(90 - 120 minutes: Additional Extension Activities)

Objective In this one or multi-day optional extension lesson, students will
read passages about key people of Cotton, Cattle, & Railroads to
identify and summarize each person’s significance to the era.

This lesson includes multiple ways to interact with the materials
including biographical fact sheets, a dinner party activity, “I have
/ Who has” and student worksheets.

1. We will learn about some of the significant individuals of
the Cotton, Cattle, & Railroads era.

2. I will research the assigned number of individuals and
complete a worksheet recording information about each
person’s background, achievements, and significance.

Key Concepts e There were many people who played a significant role in
Texas history during Cotton, Cattle, & Railroads including
Quanah Parker, Charles Goodnight, Mary Ann “Molly” Dyer
Goodnight, James “Jim” Hogg, Jesse Chisholm, Christopher
Columbus Slaughter, Richard King, Henrietta Chamberlain
King, the Buffalo Soldiers, Norris Wright Cuney, Los
Kinefios, Charles William Macune, William Robert Lamb,
and Bose Ikard.

e Note: The only people from the list above who are
specifically identified in the TEKS are Quanah Parker, the
Buffalo Soldiers, and James Hogg. This lesson can be
shortened by focusing solely on these people and their
contributions to the era.

Skills e Reading for context, main ideas, and key information.

e Summarizing and paraphrasing significant information
from a passage

e Identifying and making inferences about different points
of view based on historical evidence.
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Essential Who were some of the significant people during Cotton, Cattle, &
Question Railroads, and how were they significant to the era?

Assignment Warm-up

e Students are asked to consider, record, and describe
objects or items they might find in a time capsule from the
year 1880.

Lesson

e Students read passages about key people of Cotton, Cattle,
& Railroads and take notes on important information
about each person on their worksheet at the advanced,
grade level, or foundations level of work.

e Additional extension activities to enhance learning are
available at one level of academic ability. These
assignments include:

e Dinner Party: Students choose four people from the lesson
to invite to dinner, making inferences about what they
might talk about, what their points of view would be on
topics significant to the era, and who might agree or
disagree.

e [ have / Who has?: A class activity presenting clues about
each person from the lesson.

e Biographical Fact Sheet: A one-page worksheet for
students to record significant information about only one
person from the readings.

Exit Ticket

e Students choose one person from the lesson and make
inferences based on the readings about how that person
likely felt about various topics from the Cotton, Cattle, and
Railroads era

Materials a. Slideshow (Suggested use: present on the overhead;
Upload to an educational platform like google
classroom; print extra copies for note-taking
assistance)

b. Warm-up / Exit Ticket (Suggested printing: 1 per
student. Assignment prints two copies per page.)
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3. Assignment (Suggested printing 1 per student)
a. Advanced Level work
b. Grade Level work
c. Foundations Level work

5. Readings (Suggested use: Teachers can assign individual
students or groups one or more readings to complete;
Teacher can select 4 - 6 readings to complete as a class or
for students to do individually.)

a. Advanced Readings
b. Grade Level Readings
c. Foundations Readings

6. Dinner Party Activity: Students choose four people from
the lesson to invite to dinner. Students explain their
choices, who they believe would have held similar or
different opinions on various topics, and answer questions
from each of the guests’ points of view. It is appropriate
for all levels and can be shortened if necessary.

7. Thave / Who has? A class activity in which students use
clues to determine who each person from the lesson is. It
is appropriate for all levels.

8. Biographical Fact Sheet: This is a one-page worksheet that
students can use to examine one specific person from the
Who’s Who readings. It is appropriate for all levels.

Differentiation 1. Scaffolding including classwork at three different levels of
academic ability (for student worksheets only)

2. Visual representations of directions

3. Reduction in answer choices and amount of work

TEKS e 7.06(A) Identify significant individuals, events, and issues,
including the factors leading to the expansion of the Texas
frontier, the effects of westward expansion on American
Indians, the buffalo soldiers, and Quanah Parker.

e 7.06(B) Identify significant individuals, events, and issues,
including the development of the cattle industry from its
Spanish beginnings and the cowboy way of life.

e 7.06(C) Identify significant individuals, events, and issues,
including the effects of the growth of railroads and the
contributions of James Hogg.

e 7.06(D) Explain the political, economic, and social impact
of the agricultural industry and the development of West
Texas resulting from the close of the frontier.
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7.20(A) Differentiate between, locate, and use valid
primary and secondary sources such as media and news
services, biographies, interviews, and artifacts to acquire
information about Texas.

7.20(B): Analyze information by applying absolute and
relative chronology through sequencing, categorizing
relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main
idea, summarizing, making generalizations and
conclusions.

7.20(D) 1dentify bias and points of view from the
historical context surrounding an event that influenced
the participants.
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Teacher Guide: Who’s Who of Cotton, Cattle, & Railroads

Warm-up e Students consider what types of items they would expect to
find in a time capsule from 1880, providing descriptions and
explanations for their choices.

e Slides 2 and 3 restate the directions and provide sentence
stems to guide student responses when sharing with the
class.

e Slides 4 and 5 provide the essential question and the “We
will / I will” statements for the lesson.

Lesson Readings

e There are readings passages at 3 levels of academic ability
for 11 people from Reconstruction.
e Suggestions for use:

- Teacher can choose 2 - 4 readings to complete together
as a class for one lesson

- Teachers can assign each student one person to read and
record their information on the student worksheet. Then
students can teach the class about their person or share
their information with other students in a timed partner
activity.

- This can be an ongoing lesson. Teachers can choose one
person to accompany a related lesson and continue
doing this throughout the course of the unit.

- Slides 6 - 19 provide images that accompany each
reading

- NOTE: The only people from the list above who are
specifically identified in the TEKS are Quanah Parker, the
Buffalo Soldiers, and James Hogg. This lesson can be
shortened by focusing solely on these people and their
contributions to the era.

Worksheets

e Advanced: Students use the readings to record important
information about each person including where they were
from, interesting or significant background information,
their role in Cotton, Cattle, and Railroads, and 3 significant
facts or achievements.
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Additional Extension Activities

Grade Level: Students use the readings to record important
information about each person including where they were
from, their role in the Cotton, Cattle, and Railroads, and one
to three significant facts or achievements

Foundations: Students use the readings to record important
information about each person including their role in
Cotton, Cattle, and Railroads and one or two significant facts
or achievements.

[ have / Who has:

- Teacher prints, cuts out, and hands out all the clue cards
except the first one.

- The teacher begins the activity by following the
instructions on the first clue card, reading clues about
one person from the Who’s Who lesson. Students must
determine who the clue is referring to.

- One student’s card will have the name of the important
person on it under “I have.” That student will say “I have
(the significant person’s name)” and then read their
“Who has” Clue. The class will continue until everyone
has read their clues.

- There are only 19 clue cards plus one teacher clue card.
To include all students in large classes, you can print
multiples of some of the cards or partner students up
and have those students work together.

Dinner Party

- Invite your guests: Students choose 4 people we learned
about to invite to a dinner party. They complete their
seating chart with information about each person and
what they would serve at the meal.

- Your Guests: Students explain why they chose each
guest.

- Opinions: Students write which guests they think would
have similar or opposing opinions on a topic or topics of
their choosing.

- Asking Questions: Students will answer a series of
questions from the point of view of each of their guests.
Then they will create their own question for their guests
to answer.
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NOTE: This lesson can be completed all at once over the course of
several days, or it can be completed in smaller chunks covering
people as they relate to lessons throughout the unit.

Suggestions for when to incorporate various people from this
lesson into the overall unit:

People Related to Indians & Military Action on the Frontier

People Related to Ranching

People Related to Farming and Political Reform

- Eavesdropping: Students will “overhear” a part of their
guest’s conversation and create a graphic using word
bubbles to show what is said.

- Teachers can assign one or more of the above activities
for the dinner party assignment in order to decrease the
amount of work and shorten the amount of time needed.

Biographical Fact Sheet:

- This is a one-page worksheet in which students can
record information about ONE significant person from
the Who’s Who readings. The student worksheets
provided in the lesson allow students to research and
record information about multiple people, while this
worksheet allows students to focus on only one person.
It is appropriate for all levels as students can write as
much or as little as they are capable of.

Quanah Parker
Buffalo Soldiers

Charles and Mary Ann Goodnight
Richard and Henrietta King

Jesse Chisholm

Christopher Columbus Slaughter
Los Kinefios

Bose Ikard

James Hogg

Norris Wright Cuney
William Robert Lamb
Charles William Macune
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Exit Ticket

Students choose one person they researched from the day’s
lesson and answer three questions about Westward
Expansion, the role of the government, and railroad
operations.

Slides 20 and 21 restate the directions and present sentence
stems to guide student responses when sharing with the
class.
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Primary Sources and Other Resources Used

e James S. Hogg, Governor, 1890. In History of Texas, from 1685 to 1892. Volume 2, by
John Henry Brown, 496. St. Louis: Becktold & Co., 1893. University of North Texas
Libraries, The Portal to Texas History.
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth91046/m1/514/

e Babb, T. A. (Theodore Adolphus), 1852-1936. In the Bosom of the Comanches: A
Thrilling Tale of Savage Indian Life, Massacre and Captivity Truthfully Told by a
Surviving Captive, book, 1923; Dallas, Texas.
(https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth38118/: accessed November 26,
2025), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History,
https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Austin History Center, Austin Public Library.

e Brown, John Henry. Indian Wars and Pioneers of Texas, book, 1880~; Austin, Texas.
(https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth6725/: accessed December 3,
2025), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History,
https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting UNT Libraries Special Collections.

e Charles Goodnight, photograph, Date
Unknown; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth44851/: accessed
December 9, 2025), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas
History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Cattle Raisers Museum.

e [Lunchtime on]JA
Ranch], photograph, 1900~/1930~; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/met
apth1139376/: accessed December 9, 2025), University of North Texas Libraries,
The Portal to Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Cattle Raisers
Museum.

e Mary Ann (Molly) Goodnight: The Mother of the Panhandle. Joyce Gibson Roach.
Image available in accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107. Texas State Historical
Association. Accessed 12/9/2025.
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/goodnight-mary-ann-dyer-molly

e Culpepper, Cody B. [James Stephen
Hogg], photograph, 1871; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth40338
8/: accessed December 9, 2025), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to
Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Longview Public Library.

e James S. Hogg, Governor, 1890. In History of Texas, from 1685 to 1892. Volume 2, by
John Henry Brown, 496. St. Louis: Becktold & Co., 1893. University of North Texas
Libraries, The Portal to Texas History.
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark: /67531 /metapth91046/m1/514/.

e Jesse Chisholm and the Chisholm Trail. Courtesy of the Kansas State Historical
Society. Image available in accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107 at the Texas
State Historical Association website accessed 12/9/2025,
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/chisholm-jesse
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Christopher Columbus Slaughter, photograph, Date

Unknown; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth19986/: accessed

December 9, 2025), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas

History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Tarrant County College NE, Heritage

Room.

e Elvis E. Fleming. Sir Bredwell at C.C. Slaughter's Lazy "S"

Ranch, photograph, 1900; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth4358
7/: accessed December 9, 2025), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to
Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Cattle Raisers Museum.

¢ Richard King: Pioneer of the King Ranch and Steamboat Entrepreneur. Richard King,
an early ranch owner who recruited vaqueros from Mexico in 1854. Courtesy of
the Bullock Texas State History Museum. Image available on the Internet and
included in accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107. Accessed 12/9/2025.
https://www.thestoryoftexas.com/upload/images/characters/vaqueros/vaquero-
king.jpg?1453143343

e Texas Historical Commission. [King's Ranch], photograph, August 1,

1996; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark: /67531 /metapth938232/: accessed
December 9, 2025), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas
History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Texas Historical Commission.

e Henrietta Maria Morse Chamberlain King. Courtesy of Porter Feary, UTSA Institute
of Texan Cultures. Image available on the Internet and included in accordance
with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107. Texas State Historical Association. Accessed
12/9/2025. https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/king-henrietta-
chamberlain

e Buffalo soldiers of the 25th Infantry, some wearing buffalo robes, Ft. Keogh, Montana /
Chr. Barthelmess, photographer, Fort Keogh, Montana. 1890. Photograph.
https://www.loc.gov/item/98501226/

e Norris Wright Cuney. In Norris Wright Cuney: A Tribune of the Black People, by Maud
Cuney Hare, 2. New York: The Crisis Publishing Company, 1913. University of North
Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History.
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth29401/m1/2/.

e Pressler, Chas. W. Galveston Co., map, 1899; Austin, Texas.
(https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth493223/: accessed December 9,
2025), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas
History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Hardin-Simmons University Library.

e Texas. Department of Transportation. Texas Highways, Volume 49, Number 9,

September 2002, periodical, September 2002; Austin, Texas.

(https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth654460/: accessed December 9,

2025), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas

History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting UNT Libraries Government

Documents Department.
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Graham, Joe S. El Rancho in South Texas: Continuity and Change From

1750, book, 1994; Denton, Texas.
(https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metadc28328/: accessed December 9,
2025), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas

History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting UNT Press.

e Published in Dunning (ed.), The Farmers' Alliance History and Agricultural

Digest. (Washington, DC: Alliance Publishing Co., 1891), pg. 257.; Digital editing by
Tim Davenport ("Carrite") for Wikipedia, no copyright claimed, file released to the
public domain without restriction. Published in the USA prior to 1923, public
domain. Accessed 12/92025.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Macune#/media/File:Macune-C-W.jpg

® [Postcard of Farmers Union Warehouse], postcard, January 24, 1907;
(https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark: /67531 /metapth743134/: accessed November
21, 2025), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History,
https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Private Collection of T. B. Willis.

e From Dunning (ed.), Farmers' Alliance History and Agricultural Digest. (Washington,
DC: Alliance Publishing Co., 1891); pg. iv.; Digitally edited for Wikipedia by Tim
Davenport ("Carrite"), no copyright claimed, file released to the public domain
without restriction. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Farmers-Alliance-
Banner.jpg#file

e The Swisher County News (Tulia, Tex.), Vol. 11, No. 21, Ed. 1 Thursday, May 16,
2019, newspaper, May 16, 2019; Tulia, Texas.
(https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1319034/: accessed December
9, 2025), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas
History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Swisher County Library.

e The Goodnight-Loving Trail: A Historic Cattle Drive Route. The Handbook of Texas,
Texas State Historical Association. The Goodnight-Loving Trail. Image available on
the Internet and included in accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107.

Accessed 12/9/2025. https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/goodnight-
loving-trail
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