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Sectionalism: A Nation Divided

Throughout the era of Early Texas Statehood, the sectional division between the Northern

Period:

and Southern states intensified dramatically. There were many different opinions and

points of view surrounding the increased sectional tension.

In this activity, you will analyze primary source materials discussing different aspects of the
sectional division between the North and the South in the 1850s and 1860s. Your objective
is to identify the main idea of each source and determine how the author feels about the
topic - whether they support, oppose, or are neutral regarding the issue addressed, and
why:. It is not necessary to fully understand every word of each source. Instead, focus on the

big ideas and themes.

Let’s look at one primary source material together:

Title of Material

Main Idea / Topic

How does the author feel about this Quotes, words, or phrases that led you
topic? to make this conclusion
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Directions: You will analyze any six of the ten primary source materials available. Record
your analysis in the graphic organizers provided on the following pages.

Title of Material

Main Idea / Topic

How does the author feel about this
topic?

Quotes, words, or phrases that led you
to make this conclusion

Title of Material

Main Idea / Topic

How does the author feel about this
topic?

Quotes, words, or phrases that led you
to make this conclusion
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