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Part I: The Civilian Conservation Corps in Texas
During the Great Depression, numerous federal programs in President Roosevelt’s New Deal offered aid and support to people across the United States. One program that had a significant effect on many Texans was the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC). This program worked to provide job opportunities to young, unemployed, unmarried men through projects focusing on environmental conservation.
More than 50,000 Texas men worked for the CCC between 1933 and 1942. At the peak of its operations in 1935, there were 96 CCC camps in Texas employing approximately 19,200 men. CCC projects included planting trees, protecting soil, and teaching farmers agricultural practices that helped protect the environment. CCC workers also played a crucial role in developing and maintaining the state park system of Texas, building 29 parks that are still in use today. 
In this activity, you will read primary source excerpts from an interview of a man named Claude Hendon. Hendon joined the CCC when he was 20 years old and spent two years living and working in a CCC camp in Sherman, a town in north Texas. He was interviewed about his experience by a University of North Texas student in 1994, when Hendon was 77 years old. You will use Hendon’s interview excerpts to complete your work.
	What was the Civilian Conservation Corps? What types of jobs did members of the CCC do in Texas during the Great Depression? 

	




Part II: Claude Hendon & the Civilian Conservation Corps in Texas
Directions: Use the excerpts from Hendon’s interview to respond to the questions below. Questions can be answered in any order. Individual excerpts may provide information for more than one question.
	1. What was life like for Hendon and his family during the Great Depression before he joined the CCC? 

	



	2. How did Hendon feel about President Franklin D. Roosevelt and his New Deal programs? 

	



	3. What was daily life like in the CCC camp? 

	




	4. What work did Hendon take part in during his time in the CCC? 

	



	5. How did Hendon’s work in the CCC affect his family? 

	



	6. How did Hendon’s work in the CCC benefit Texas? 
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