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                Answer Key: The Dust Bowl

Warm-up
· Responses will vary
Lesson
Part I: What was the Dust Bowl?
Grade Level & Advanced (Grade Level work includes the sentence stems) 
	What was the Dust Bowl and what were its primary causes? How do you think this ecological disaster affected people in Texas and across the U.S.? 

	The Dust Bowl was a series of strong dust storms that occurred in the Great Plains during the 1930s.
It was caused by the depletion of the native grasses due to harmful farming practices combined with drought and high winds on the Plains.
One effect I think it had on people in Texas was (responses will vary) 



Foundations 
	Statement about the Dust Bowl
(Place a check mark in the correct box to the right)
	Definition
	Cause
	Possible Effect

	Strong winds blew across the dry Plains.
	
	X
	

	People probably fled the region in search of shelter from the storms.
	
	
	X

	There was a prolonged period of drought making the soil incredibly dry.
	
	X
	

	Intense dust storms that occurred in the Great Plains during the 1930s
	X
	
	






Part II: Primary Source Analysis
Below are included the majority of possible answers, though student responses could be worded differently or focused on different aspects of the primary sources.
	Causes of the Dust Bowl



	Primary Source 
	Explain three causes
Provide examples and details when possible

	3
	· The summer droughts of 1934 have made this wind erosion worse.
· Wide pasture lands have been plowed for wheat or cotton.
· Shortsighted land policies have allowed the exploitation of dust bowl soil

	2
	· The summer droughts of 1934 have made this wind erosion worse.

	5
	· Through a half century of boom era farming [Plains] resources were drained

	6
	· 50 years ago, each midwestern homestead was an independent kingdom on which the farmer lived without concern for his neighbor’s well-being.
· Cultivation began loosening the soil from its anchors.

























	Effects of the Dust Bowl



	Primary Source 
	Explain three effects
Provide examples and details when possible

	1




	· A thick coating of dust covered the crops and buildings and seeped into countless homes.
· The sand was so bad that streetlights were hidden.

	2
	· Thousands of people in the Midwest and the Southwest today are suffering from coughs, sinus trouble, and other afflictions.
· Soil from the Great Plains is being blown away by hundreds of tons, some of it being carried clear to the Atlantic Ocean.
· This vast table land, east of the Rockies now could become what it was called in early days, the Great American Desert.

	3 
	· A large part of the essential topsoil has blown away, and the remainder is likely to be so within a few years.
· Much of the least profitable of the dust bowl land already has been abandoned.

	8
	· (From the map) Due to the Dust Bowl, the entire Great Plains was affected to some degree, including large portions of land that experienced more than 50% of time spent in severe drought.























	New Deal Programs & Steps Taken to Address the Dust Bowl



	Primary Source 
	Describe three New Deal Programs and the purpose or goals of each.

	4
	· The New Deal had a reforestation project through the Civilian Conservation Corps. 
· It has been suggested that land use regulations be set up to prevent misuse of land that allows the soil to be blown away.

	5
	· Farmers were taught to rotate crops, leave good ground cover during winter months, terracing prevents erosion.
· 200,000 farms were placed under management of New Deal farming programs.
· The Farm Security administration offered loans to farmers who would handle their land scientifically, making further loans if they wished to lease adjacent neglected ‘blow land’ and anchor, it down.
· The Jones-Bankhead act permits the government to purchase remaining idle blow land.
· Farmers in a certain area can form an association to lease abandoned land, thereby qualifying for a special payment from the Agricultural Adjustment administration















	Personal Experiences of the Dust Bowl



	Primary Source 
	Describe the personal experiences of people who survived the Dust Bowl (this includes what you can infer or observe from primary source images)

	7
	· One 14-year-old boy was caught outside during an intense storm on “Black Sunday,” which was also his birthday. His stepfather had to spend the night in the barn because he couldn’t see far enough to walk to the house.
· 

	9
	· Many families were forced to flee the Dust Bowl region. In Texas, many set out for California. In this image there is an Oklahoma family with their belongings loaded on their car as they head for California. (Students can make inferences about the experience of the people who fled the Dust Bowl.)


	10
	· This image shows a farmhouse and barn as huge dust clouds roll in to cover them. (Students can make inferences about the experience of the people who lived here.)

















Exit Ticket
Responses may vary but may include: 
	What caused the Dust Bowl?
	Start Here
What was the Dust Bowl?
Create your own 1 sentence definition.
	What were some significant effects of the Dust Bowl?

	The Dust Bowl was caused by the depletion of native Plains grasses due to harmful farming and ranching practices, combined with drought and high winds.
	The Dust Bowl was an ongoing series of dust storms in the Great Plains during the Great Depression.
	The Dust Bowl covered towns in dirt and dust, causing many Texans to flee the Panhandle. It also caused the creation of New Deal programs like the Civilian Conservation Corps to restore the native grasses and teach farmers restorative farming practices. 
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