
Unit 12:
The Great 
Depression

Lesson 2: 
How do we know 
what we know?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Barry, Mark Benedict. “Depression". ca. 1934. Photograph. Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division. https://www.loc.gov/item/2013647257/. 




Warm-up
Follow the directions to complete your warm-up

• Read the excerpt of an 
interview with John Rankin, 
who lived through the Great 
Depression

• Respond to the question 
about the excerpt

• Discuss with a partner  



Share with the class

One thing we can learn about 
this period of time based the 
excerpt is ___________



Essential Question
What are the key topics and major 

themes of the Great Depression, and 
how were these topics recorded and 

discussed in the primary source 
materials of the era?



In today’s lesson…
1. We will examine the major events and topics 

of the Great Depression by analyzing a set of 
primary source materials.

2. I will analyze a number of sources to 
determine how each source is related to key 
topics of the era and provide a summary of 
the main idea of each source. 



Part I: An Era of Challenges 
and Hardship

The Rural Electrification Administration installing 
electrical systems in rural America.

The Library of Congress

Dust storms darken the sky in Texas
The Portal to Texas History

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Rothstein, Arthur. Untitled photo, possibly related to: Hayti, Missouri. Erecting a new pole on a U.S. Rural Electrification Administration REA line. Hayti United States Pemiscot County Missouri, 1942. July. Photograph. https://www.loc.gov/item/2017835123/. 

Reid, Robert L., 1938-. Picturing Texas: The Farm Security Administration-Office of War Information Photographers in the Lone Star State, 1935-1943, book, 1994; Austin, Texas. (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth296835/: accessed April 13, 2026), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Texas State Historical Association.
�



Part II: Primary Source Analysis

A woman washes her clothes with an electrical washing 
machine on her farm. The Library of Congress 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Portrait of America. No. 36. Rural electrification in the U.S. Modern wash day on an electrified U.S. farm turns out sparkling clean clothes with a minimum of time and labor by the housewife. This electric washer on a U.S. farm bears the brunt of the rubbing and scrubbing needed to clean the family clothes. With an electric water system as well as a water heater, the wash is out on the line by mid-morning and the farm wife is still fresh for ironing and other tasks of the day. Power for these machines is supplied through a farmer's cooperative rural electrification project. United States, None. [Between 1940 and 1946] Photograph. https://www.loc.gov/item/2017877100/ 




Exit Ticket
Follow the directions to complete your exit ticket

• Choose TWO of the 
three options for 
different points of view 
of the Great Depression 
OR create your own.

• Create a text message 
thread between your 2 
chosen points of view.

• Discuss with a partner  



Share with the class 2

One thing we can learn about 
this period of time based the 
excerpt is ___________
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