[image: ]   Warm-up: How do we know what we know?
                       Unit 12: The Great Depression
	Name:
	
	Date:
	
	 Period:
	



	John Rankin: We grew up there on that farm and had some good years until the Depression hit and the Dust Bowl days hit us.
Interviewer: How did you survive?
John Rankin: That is a good word, because that's all it amounted to…. It was pretty bad and blew everything away. Of course, we planted too many, plowed up too much grass, and it wasn't intended to be that sort of thing because every so often it was either five to seven years of drought. When that happened and those 35-mile-an-hour average winds across that panhandle … everything blew. So it was very bad.
· Interview of John Rankin, The Portal to Texas History
	Read the excerpt of an interview of John Rankin, a man who lived through the Great Depression and the Dust Bowl.
What can we learn about this period of time based on the excerpt?
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[image: ]  How do we know what we know? Exit Ticket

	Choose 2 of the points of view described below. Create a conversation between these two people about their experience during the Great Depression. 
(Of course, there were no cell phones during the Great Depression, but if there were, what would these people text about?)
POV #1: A person living in the Dust Bowl region of the Texas Panhandle
POV #2: A person living in a rural community who has access to electricity for the first time.
POV #3: A person enrolled in the Civilian Conservation Corps, who is living in a CCC work camp
POV #4: (create your own) 

	[image: An image of a cell phone text message thread. There are 4 word bubbles (2 from one person and 2 from the other.) Students can use this space to create their text message thread for the assignment.]
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