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Part I: The World at War Again

- —-=1 1. What significant event occurred on
September 1, 193977
The European | P
~ Calendar |

September |—Cermany Invades||
Poland. Oreat Britain and France 'l

invaded

on September 1, 1939.

ll-t;m ulttmatum for withdrawal of
" German soldiers as condition for

peaceful negotlations 2. How did Britain and France respond to the
.| September 2—Prpmer Mussolin | German invasion of Poland?
puts forward lullel::n of five-|' a. Britain declared war on Germany, but
| power conference, taln refuses| France remained neutral.
| m; mmtmmunmm:"m b. France declared war on Germany, but
|| September 3—At expiration of| Britain remained neutral.
, ultimatum time limit, Britain de.| c. Britain and France both declared war
;:?m w:.ur“ :: ﬁmnmf; France on Germany_
| September 4—Polish army laun-
)| ehes counter attack on invaders af- |
i| ter Britain and France enter con- |, 3. What was the U.S. government’s response
| Thiet. : to the outbreak of war in Europe?
h‘::gmr le tish ’:ﬂ' AR :.: a. President Roosevelt asked Congress
: torpedoing of pl-.l'l'lrﬂ‘ liner A- for a declaration of war against
i| thenia. Germans cut Polish corri- Germany.
, dor. - b. President Roosevelt's administration
|| September 8—-Warsaw shelled by remained neutral and focused on
. Hmv:ll. acts on n!:ll.‘l‘ll.ﬂllt)r and defending the U.S. _
national defense measures e—PresidentReoseveltpublicly
|| September 7—French troops supported-the British-and French-war
smash int. German territory. De- effort against Germany:
{:?d:lwh?“' @ & Ror W~ d. President Roosevelt entered into peace
XXX talks with Germany.

Figure 1: Falfurrias Facts, September 8, 1939.
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Part II: The United States — From Isolationist to Involved

“Washington, Dec. 9”

«Isolationist sentiment in congress disappeared | [solationistsentiment:
The belief that the U.S.

today almost without a trace. The men who have .

. . K should stay isolated, or
fought President Roosevelt’s foreign policy out of international
joined his supporters in calling for war in affairs and issues.

answer to Japan’s attack.”
Spearhead: A person

“Senator Burton K. Wheeler, Democrat, Montana, or group who leads a
spearhead of congressional opposition to campaign or movement

President Roosevelt, said the Japanese bombs to achieve something.

dropped at Pearl Harbor ‘mean war and we’ll have | Pearl Harbor: An

to see it thro ug h.?” American military base
in Hawaii.

Sweetwater Reporter (Sweetwater, Tex.), December 8, 1941. The Portal
to Texas History

4. World War I began in Europe when Germany invaded Poland in 1939. According to
both excerpts in this worksheet, what was the initial U.S. policy toward the war?

The official U.S. policy toward the war in Europe was (a) to remain neutral (b) to enter

the war on the side of the British and French (c) to guide peace talks as the

spokesperson for Germany. Evidence of this fact appears in the excerpt with the phrase

(d) “spearhead of congressional opposition to President Roosevelt. (e) The men who

fought President Roosevelt’s foreign policy joined his supporters in calling for war.

(f) “isolationist sentiment” when referring to how Congress initially viewed the war.

5. What significant event caused many in the U.S. to oppose this policy? What was the
U.S. Congress considering as a result of this event?

Many in the U.S. began to oppose this policy after

As a result of this event, the U.S. Congress decided to (a) launch an attack on Pearl

Harbor. (b) consider entering the war in Europe. (c) enter into peace talks with Japan.
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* *
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