
 

                                   Warm-up: Empresario Activity 
Unit 4: The Mexican National Era 

Name:  Date:   Period:  

 
Directions: Imagine that you are Stephen F. Austin looking over applications to join his colony in Texas. 
Place a checkmark next to every statement that shows a characteristic or description of the type of 
person you would want in your colony. 

� Broke and in debt 
� Experienced farmer 
� Businessman 
� Former �ilibuster 
� Unemployed with no skills 
� Gambles and drinks too much 

� Large, Catholic family 
� Cotton plantation owner 
� Fluent in Spanish 
� Believes Texas should join the USA 
� Slave owner 
� Good, honest, hardworking person 

Which characteristic do you think is MOST important to Austin? Why?  
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Empresario Activity Exit Ticket 
“These testimonials are too high and unimpeachable, to leave any doubt as to the morality, honor and 
integrity, of the great mass of the settlers. But to say that there are no bad men here would be a 
violation of candor and truth.” 

- Stephen F. Austin, “Laws, Orders and Contracts, on Colonization, from January 1821, up to 1829; in Virtue of Which, 
Col. Stephen F. Austin Introduced and Settled Foreign Emigrants in Texas. with an Explanatory Introduction”  
The Portal to Texas History 

 

1. In this passage, Stephen F. Austin is talking about the people settling in his colony. According to the 
excerpt, what does Austin believe to be true about the settlers in his colony?  

a. Austin claims that there are no bad men in his colony. The settlers are entirely honest and 
good men.  

b. Austin believes that most of the settlers are honest, hard workers, but there are probably 
some who are not good people. 

c. Austin has doubts about the morals and character of the settlers in his colony, and he 
believes that many of them violate laws and are dishonest. 

d. Austin says that many people give testimonies that the settlers are mostly good people, but 
he believes that they are actually bad men.  
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