Unit 4
The Mexican
National Era

Lesson 2:

How do we know
what we know?
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Pena, Ignacio. [Official document regarding Zavala and colonization in Coahuila y Tejas, November 29, 1833], letter, September 29, 1833; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth5913/: accessed December 3, 2024), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting The Dolph Briscoe Center for American History.
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What types of primary source materials
do we use to study the events of the
Mexican National Era? What information
can we learn from these sources, and
what biases might exist in them?
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= In today’s lesson...

1. We will examine three primary source

excerpts discussing key events in Texas
history during the Mexican National Era.

2. 1 will analyze each source for facts, opinions,
biases, and key information about the era,
and answer comprehension questions for
each.
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Part |: Challenges in Mexico

City of Mexico November 2274, 1822.

[Dear] Sir,

When [ arrvived here Congress were sitting but progressing very slowly, the
discord and jealousy manifested from the first day of the session of Congress
against the Generalissimo Iturbide (now Emperor) was increasing daily and
everything was at a stand - There were three distinct parties in Congress, one
for a Bourbon King, one for an Emperor from this country, and the other for a
Republic, in this state of things the government was approximating towards
Anarchy, when on the night of the 18 of May the army stationed in this city
proclaimed lturbide Emperor.

- A letter from Stephen F. Austin to Edward Lovelace
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Part Il: Challenges in Texas
Primary Source #1

it will be very convenient to grant the permission requested by Moses Austin so
that the Three Hundred families that are said to be desirous of settling in the
Province of Texas may do so, provided they do so under the precise conditions
indicated in the representation that he made to this effect to the Governor of
that Province . . . very strong hopes can be formed that the province will receive
a known increase in its branches of Agriculture, industry, and Arts by the new

Inventions that can take him.

- A letter from Texas governor Antonio Martinez to Moses Austin, discussing
the Spanish government’s views on Austin’s proposal, February 8, 1820.
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Part Il: Challenges in Texas
Primary Source #2

... this is the only way to settle and develop this fertile province, and that on
the other hand once it is settled with families of integrity and good habits who
bring their credentials, as Your Excellency will be informed by said document, |
do not think there is anything to fear; and | hope Your Excellency will be pleased
to grant said petition . . .

- A letter from Texas governor Antonio Martinez to the Spanish viceroy,
January 4, 1821.
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Follow the directions to complete your exit ticket.

Teachers=

Think of another type of
source that could be used
to study this era.

Complete the chart to
the best of your
knowledge.

Y Discuss with a partner
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o Share with the class
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Another type of primary source that could
be used to study this era is

@ A benefit of this type of source is
\&) , While a drawback is
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