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[bookmark: _Hlk204346902]Unit 9: Reconstruction
7th Grade Lesson Plan: How do we know what we know?
(45 – 60 minutes)

	Objective
	In this one day, primary source based lesson, students will use a set of primary source materials to examine significant events, topics, and points of view related to Texas history Reconstruction.

1. We will examine a variety of primary source materials on significant issues including immigration, development, westward expansion, American Indians, Freedmen, women’s rights, and political power during Reconstruction. 
2. I will identify the main idea of each of my chosen sources and determine each source’s unique point of view on various topics related to Reconstruction. 


	Key Concepts
	· The period of time from 1865 to 1877 after the Civil War is known as Reconstruction because the United States government created and implemented different policies for reuniting the country and rebuilding the South after the war.
· New amendments were added to the U.S. Constitution during Reconstruction: The 13th – abolishing slavery; The 14th – granting birthright citizenship; and the 15th – protecting the right to vote regardless of race.
· Under Congressional Reconstruction, political power was held in the hands of the state, rather than local governments. The state of Texas passed high taxes to pay for many of its Reconstruction policies like expanded education and courts.
· The Women’s Suffrage Movement gained momentum as women advocated for the right to vote.
· Conflict continued and grew between Anglos moving west and Texas Indian tribes who lived in the Great Plains.
· Laws like the Black Codes were passed to regulate and control Black people in Texas and their labor, while vigilante groups like the Ku Klux Klan used threats and violence against Black Southerners and their allies.




	Skills
	· Analyzing primary source materials for main idea, supporting evidence, authors point of view, and bias. 
· Summarizing a text
· Using context clues to determine the meaning of words and phrases 
· Making inferences about a historical era based on information provided in a primary source excerpt. 


	Essential Question
	What are some of the primary sources historians use to understand the Reconstruction era, what topics are covered in these sources, and what are the different points of view on each topic?


	Assignment
	Warm-up

· Students consider various opinions and points of view on the best course of action to take to rebuild the South and Reunite the country after the Civil War. 


Lesson 

· Students read a passage summarizing the major themes and defining characteristics of the Reconstruction era. 
· Students then examine a given number of a variety of primary source excerpts, evaluating each source for how it connects to the major themes and defining characteristics of the era, summarize and provide a fitting title for each excerpt. 

Exit Ticket

· Students record observations and analysis about one primary source they examined in the day’s lesson. Students summarize the source, explain the source’s point of view, and determine the tone of the source.


	Materials
	1. Slideshow (Suggested use: present on the overhead; Upload to an educational platform like google classroom; print extra copies for note-taking assistance) 
2. Warm-up / Exit Ticket (Suggested printing: 1 per student. Assignment prints two copies per page.)
3. Primary Source Excerpts (Suggested printing 1 per student, partners, or group)
4. Assignment (Suggested printing 1 per student)
a. Advanced Level work
b. Grade Level work
c. Foundations Level work


	Differentiation
	1. Scaffolding including classwork at three different levels of academic ability
2. Visual representations of directions
3. Chunking text information
4. Sentence Stems when applicable
5. Reduction in answer choices and amount of writing


	TEKS


	· 7.05(C) Explain the political, economic, and social effects of the Civil War and Reconstruction in Texas.
· 7.16(A) Identify different points of view of political parties and interest groups on important Texas issues, past and present.
· 7.20(B): Analyze information by applying absolute and relative chronology through sequencing, categorizing relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations and conclusions. 


















Teacher Guide: How do we know what we know?

	Warm-up



	· Students choose from one of the following points of view listed in their warm-up:
· A newly freed Black Southerner
· A woman in the United States
· A Southern ex-Confederate
· A Northern Union supporter
· An American Indian in Texas
· A Southern Unionist
· Students write a journal entry from their chosen point of view about what issues the country might face moving forward after the Civil War, and how the country should address each issue.
· Slides 2 and 3 restate the directions and provide sentence stems to guide student responses when sharing with the class.
· Slides 4 and 5 provide the essential question and the “We will / I will” statements for the lesson.


	Lesson
	Part I: An Era of Change

· Students read a short passage about the major themes, events, and defining characteristics of the Reconstruction era.
· Students identify and summarize one or more of the themes or characteristics.
· Slide 6 presents images to accompany the reading.

Part II: Primary Source Analysis

· Students choose a given number of primary sources out of 10 available. They read each excerpt, identifying the major themes or characteristics from the unit, providing a summary of each excerpt, and creating an appropriate title or headline for the excerpt.
· Slide 7 presents images to accompany the presentation and explanation of the primary source activity.




	Exit Ticket


	· Students choose one of the excerpts they examined in the day’s lesson and identify the author’s point of view, its main topic, and the overall tone of the excerpt. 
· Slides 8 and 9 restate the directions and provide sentence stems to guide student responses when sharing with the class.

































Primary Sources and Other Resources Used
· Gammel, Hans Peter Mareus Neilsen. The Laws of Texas, 1822-1897 Volume 5, book, 1898; Austin, Texas. (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth6727/: accessed September 10, 2025), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; .
· The Fourteenth Amendment of the United States Constitution. Accessed Sept. 10, 2025. The National Archives. https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/14th-amendment 
· The Thirteenth Amendment. Accessed Sept. 10, 2025. The National Archives. https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/13th-amendment 
· The Fourteenth Amendment. Accessed Sept. 10, 2025. https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/14th-amendment 
· Report of Brevet Major General J. J. Reynolds, Commander of the Fifth Military District. “Annual Report of the Secretary of War.” Accessed Sept. 10, 2025. https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/SERIALSET-01408_00_00-078-0077-0000/pdf/SERIALSET-01408_00_00-078-0077-0000.pdf
· Thomas, Jas. W. “McKinney Messenger. (McKinney, Tex.), Vol. 16, No. 41, Ed. 1 Saturday, March 16, 1872.” The Portal to Texas History, August 26, 2011. https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth179190/m1/4/
· The Texas Almanac for 1870, and Emigrant's Guide to Texas, book, January 1870; Galveston, Texas. (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth123775/: accessed September 10, 2025), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Texas State Historical Association.
· Federal Writers' Project: Slave Narrative Project, Vol. 16, Texas, Part 1, Adams-Duhon. 1936. Manuscript/Mixed Material. https://www.loc.gov/item/mesn161/. 295-297
· Dixon, Billy. Life and Adventures Of "Billy" Dixon, of Adobe Walls, Texas Panhandle, book, 1914; Guthrie, Oklahoma. (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth29402/: accessed September 10, 2025), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; 
· Maltby, H. A. The Daily Ranchero. (Brownsville, Tex.), Vol. 10, Ed. 1 Tuesday, May 24, 1870, newspaper, May 24, 1870; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth842772/: accessed September 11, 2025), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; 
· The Galveston Daily News. (Galveston, Tex.), Vol. 34, No. 125, Ed. 1 Sunday, May 31, 1874, newspaper, May 31, 1874; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth463195/: accessed September 11, 2025), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Abilene Library Consortium.
· Chew, J. C. The Houston Telegraph (Houston, Tex.), Vol. 37, No. 10, Ed. 1 Thursday, June 29, 1871, newspaper, June 29, 1871; Houston, Texas. (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth234974/: accessed September 11, 2025), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting The Dolph Briscoe Center for American History.
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