[image: Texas History for Teachers]                        Primary Source Excerpts


	Source Number 1
Chapter LXXX, An Act regulating Contracts for Labor. Sec. 9
From the Texas Black Codes

“Failing to obey reasonable orders, neglect of duty, leaving home without permission, impudence, swearing or indecent language to, or in the presence of the employer, his family or agent, or quarrelling and fighting with one another, shall be deemed disobedience. For any disobedience, a fine of one dollar shall be imposed on, and paid by the offender. For all lost time from work hours, without permission from the employer or his agent, unless in case of sickness, the laborer shall be fined twenty-five cents per hour. For all absence from home without permission, the laborer will be fined at the rate of two dollars per day”

· An Act to define and declare the rights of persons lately known as Slaves, and Free Persons of Color. [Texas Black Codes, 1866.] The Portal to Texas History
	






Impudence: Disrespect



A fine: Having to pay as punishment for an action

Imposed: Forced




Note: $1.00 in 1866 would be worth approximately $25.00 in today’s money.



	Source Number 2
AMENDMENT THIRTEEN 
Passed by Congress January 31, 1865. Ratified December 6, 1865.

[bookmark: 13.1]Section 1.
Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.

[bookmark: 13.2]Section 2.
Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

· The Thirteenth Amendment. The National Archives
	
Amendment: An addition to the constitution. 

Involuntary servitude: Being forced to work

Duly convicted: judged as guilty of a crime after having a fair trial.

Subject to their jurisdiction: Any place under the laws of the U.S., like a territory.

Legislation: Laws





	Source Number 3
AMENDMENT FOURTEEN
Passed in the United States Congress on June 13, 1866
Officially ratified on July 9, 1868

Sec. 3. No person shall be a Senator or a Representative in Congress, or elector for President and Vice President, or hold any office civil or military, under the United States or any State, who, having previously taken an oath as a member of Congress, or as a member of any Legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of any State to support the Constitution of the United States, shall have engaged in insurrection, or rebellion, against the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. But Congress may, by a vote of two-thirds of this House, remove such disability.

· The Fourteenth Amendment. The National Archives
	

Amendment: An addition to the constitution. 


Oath: An official promise. 

Legislature: People elected to the federal or state governments to make laws. 

Executive: The executive of a state is the governor. 

Judicial: related to the court system

Insurrection: Violent uprising against the government



	Source Number 4
“REPORT OF BREVET MAJOR GENERAL J. J. REYNOLDS, COMMANDING FIFTH MILITARY DISTRICT. HEADQUARTERS FIFTH MILITARY DISTRICT, (STATE OF TEXAS,) Nov. 4, 1868.

The official reports of lawlessness and crime, so far from being exaggerated, do not tell the whole truth. Jefferson is the centre from which most of the trade, travel, and lawlessness of eastern Texas radiate, and at this point or its vicinity there should be stationed about a regiment of troops. The recent murder at Jefferson of Hon. G. W. Smith, a delegate to the constitutional convention, has made it necessary to order more troops to that point. This movement weaken the frontier posts to such an extent as to impair their efficiency for protection against Indians, but the bold, wholesale murdering in the interior of the State seems at present to present a more urgent demand for the troops than Indian depredations.

· “Annual Report of the Secretary of War.” 
	
Radiate: To spread out from one main point.

Vicinity: The surrounding area 

Hon.: “Honorable”; a term of respect to refer to judges.

Delegate: Person chosen to represent others at a government meeting

Posts: Military forts

Impair: Weaken or damage

Wholesale: Action done on a large scale

Depredations: Raids





	Source Number 5
Report in the McKinney Messenger that discusses the actions of the Ku Klux Klan in Montgomery County, Texas.

“The Houston Union says there is a regularly organized Ku Klux Klan in Montgomery county, and their history is one of midnight violence, bloodshed and murder. They whipped one school teacher, they murdered the brothers, William and Edward Jones, they kept several hundred colored men from voting at the last election, they have now driven off two quiet and excellent foreign teachers, and broken up one of the finest schools in the State.”

· “McKinney Messenger.” Saturday, March 16, 1872.”                                The Portal to Texas History

	
Ku Klux Klan: A terrorist organization established in Tennessee in 1866 to maintain White supremacy through fear and violence against Black people and their allies.


Colored: The term that was used during this era in reference to African American people.

Foreign: /FOR-en/ from a different country. 



	Source Number 6
“SYNOPSIS OF THE FIFTEENTH AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES, Which is now pending, not yet having been ratified by three-fourths of the State Legislatures.”

 “The proposed Fifteenth Amendment provides: 
SECTION 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States, or by any State, on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude….”

“It is a curious fact that the language of this section assumes a fact as true, which has hitherto usually been denied by the great thinkers and writers on this subject. The amendment assumes that the electoral franchise is a ‘right,’ whereas it has generally been considered as a privilege. No person, simply because he is a ‘citizen,’ has a ‘right to vote.’”

· “The Texas Almanac for 1870, and Emigrant's Guide to Texas.            The Portal to Texas History. 
	
Amendment: An addition to the Constitution.

Pending: Waiting to be made official.



Abridged: Changed to limit or restrict.

Servitude: In this context, servitude refers to slavery.

Hitherto: Up to this moment.

Electoral Franchise: The act of voting in elections.

Whereas: While on the contrary. This is a transitional phrase to show an opposing opinion.





	Source Number 7
Federal Writers' Project: Slave Narrative Project, Vol. 16, Texas, Part 1, An excerpt from the 1936 interview of Eli Davison, a formerly enslaved man, talking about his life after emancipation.

"All I ever done was to farm. That's all [I] knew what to do. O, I's [saw] the time when I never had nothin’ to eat and my big bunch of [children] cryin’ for bread. I could go to the woods then, but you can't git wild game no more. In them days it was five or ten mile to your nearest neighbor, but now they's so close you can stand in your yard and talk to them. I never done no votin’, 'cause them Klu Kluxers was [always] at the votin' places for a long time after [African Americans] was freed. [We] has got on since them old days. They has gone from nothin' to a fair educated folks. We has been kind of slow, 'cause we was turnt loose without nothin’, and couldn't read and write.”

· Eli Davison interview, Slave Narrative Project. The Library of Congress.
	




Wild game: Animals to hunt for food

Ku Kluxers: A terrorist organization formed after the Civil War to maintain White supremacy by creating fear and using violence against African Americans and their allies.

Turnt loose: Turned loose, or freed.



	Source Number 8
An excerpt of the autobiographical book , “Life of “Billy” Dixon Plainsman Scout and Pioneer.” Dixon describes taking part in the Second Battle of Adobe Walls on the western frontier of Texas in the Great Plains in 1874.

“The number of Indians in this attack has been variously estimated at from 700 to 1,000. I believe that 7000 would be a safe guess. The warriors were mostly Kiowas, Cheyennes and Comanches. The latter were led by their chief Quanah, whose mother was a white woman, Cynthia Ann Parker, captured during a raid by the Comanches in Texas. Big Bow was another formidable Comanche chieftain; Lone Wolf was a leader of the Kiowas, and Little Robe and White Shield, of the Cheyennes….”

“Time and again, with the fury of a whirlwind, the Indians charged upon the building, only to sustain greater losses than they were able to inflict. This was a losing game, and if the Indians kept it up we stood a fair chance of killing most of them. I am sure that we surprised the Indians as badly as they surprised us.”

· Life and Adventures Of "Billy" Dixon, of Adobe Walls, Texas Panhandle. 1914. The Portal to Texas History. 
	









Formidable: Powerful, inspiring respect and fear.


Sustain: Suffer

Inflict: Cause



	Source Number 9
A newspaper article discussing the issue of women’s suffrage in the United States.

“There can be no question but what the country is fast approaching the day when female suffrage will be an established fact. And the party which first adopts the measure as a plank in their platform will be the one that will rule America in the future….While the Democratic Party…took the initiative upon Texas annexation, their escutcheons were always covered with victory. There is just one chance left for them to regain their lost power and that chance is embodied in woman suffrage….There is too much political power comprehended in the measure to pass it unnoticed. It will be taken hold of, and the party that fathers the measure will perpetuate its rule for years and years.”

· The Daily Ranchero. (Brownsville, Tex.)Tuesday, May 24, 1870.    The Portal to Texas History
	
Suffrage: The right to vote


Plank: Important topic 

Platform: The primary theme of a political campaign

Escutcheons: A symbol that represents a group of people. 



Embodied: Made real


Fathers the measure: Establishes or takes control of the issue.

Perpetuate: To make something last for a long time.
 



	Source Number 10
An 1871 speech given by Texas Senator Matt Gaines to the people he represented in Brenham, Texas. Senator Gaines was one of three African American senators to serve in the Texas legislature during Reconstruction.

“After five months hard work, they say ‘Senator Gaines you have ruined the country. You have passed the International railroad bill and given $16,000 a mile, and we are ruined with taxes; and there is the Pacific road, and more taxes, and more ruin.’ I voted for the Pacific road because it runs along our northern and western frontier and opens up a world of wild country to cultivation and settlement. It runs through the State and over to the Pacific Ocean, and as fast as it is built, the settlements will spread and cover the land…. Don’t you get scared at taxes.”

· “The Houston Telegraph (Houston, Tex.) Thursday, June 29, 1871.       The Portal to Texas History
	

Legislature: The group of people elected to make the laws in a government.




Taxes: Money that citizens pay to the government to cover the cost of governing and providing services to the people.


Cultivation: Farming
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