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How do we know what we know? Foundations
Unit 9: Reconstruction

	Name:
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	 Period:
	



Part I: An Era of Change
The period of time that followed the Civil War was known as Reconstruction. The term “Reconstruction” referred to the U.S. government’s efforts to rebuild the Southern states and reunite the country following the deadliest war in American history. 
This era saw numerous changes in the United States and Texas. These changes included increased westward migration, conflicts between Anglos and American Indians, political struggles for power between supporters of the Union and ex-Confederates, and arguments over citizenship rights not only for the newly freed Black Southerners, but also for American women. 
The many changes that occurred during this era had significant effects on the communities, economies, and governments of states like Texas. In this lesson you will examine a variety of primary source materials to learn about the significant changes that occurred during the era of Reconstruction. 

	What were three of the major changes that the United States experienced during the period of Reconstruction? Choose SIX correct statements.



A. More people began moving West.
B. The Southern states needed to be rebuilt and reunited to the U.S.
C. Southern states worked to reinstate slavery .
D. Union supporters and ex-Confederates both struggled for power.
E. Newly freed Black Southerners gained rights
F. Women worked for citizenship rights.
G. The Mexican government worked to annex Texas.
H. Great Britain opposed the abolition of slavery in the American South. 
I. There were conflicts between Anglos and American Indians.
J. Ex-Confederates were forced to leave the country as punishment for rebellion.
Part II: Primary Source Analysis
Directions: Choose four of the ten available primary source materials. Read your chosen materials and complete the graphic organizers for each material.
	Source #: 
	Give this source a brief title:



Circle or Highlight the topic or topics addressed in this source. 
In each box that you choose, write 2 – 3 words or phrases from the source that give evidence that this topic is addressed in the material.
	Westward Expansion
	Rights of the Freedmen
	Rights of women

	American Indians
	Political struggles
	Ex-Confederates
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