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Unit 9: Reconstruction

7t Grade Lesson Plan: Looking Ahead
(45 - 60 minutes)

Objective In this one-day lesson, students will get a glimpse into the major
topics and defining characteristics they will see in the next unit.
Students will use four primary source materials to make
observations, inferences, and predictions about the next unit:
Cotton, Cattle, and Railroads.

1. We will analyze four primary source materials which
discuss major themes and topics of the next unit: Cotton,
Cattle, and Railroads.

2. I will make observations, inferences, and predictions
about the next unit based on the four primary source
materials used in the lesson.

Key Concepts e The next unit will cover topics including the expansion of
railroads, the growth of ranching and cattle drives, the
challenges facing cotton farmers, and conflict with
American Indians on the western Texas frontier.

Skills e Analyzing primary source materials.

e Making observations, inferences, and predictions based on
primary source images and texts.

e Summarizing and paraphrasing.

e Determining the main idea of a passage.

Essential What significant events and major defining themes will we see in

Question the next unit: Cotton, Cattle, and Railroads?

Assignment Warm-up

e Students use a primary source piece of artwork depicting
the construction of railroads and westward migration
across the Great Plains.

e Students will make observations about the image and
inferences about the next unit based on their
observations.
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Lesson

e Students use a set of 4 primary source materials which
discuss hardships facing cotton farmers, the expansion of
and economic development related to the construction of
railroads, the declining population of American Indians in
West Texas that accompanied westward expansion of
Anglos, and the growth of ranching and cattle drives.

e Students use the primary source materials to complete
their worksheet by making observations and inferences
about the next unit based on the sources, and
summarizing the main idea of each source.

Exit Ticket

e Students answer a paper-adapted version of the 8t grade
social studies STAAR question type, “Drag and Drop,” to
identify three statements that accurately describe the
major themes of the next unit.

Materials

1. Slideshow (Suggested use: present on the overhead;
Upload to an educational platform like google
classroom; print extra copies for note-taking assistance)

2. Warm-up / Exit Ticket (Suggested printing: 1 per
student. Assignment prints two copies per page.)

3. Primary Source Excerpts (Suggested printing: 1 set of
excerpts per partner group or group of 4)

4. Assignment (Suggested printing 1 per student)

a. Advanced Level work
b. Grade Level work
c. Foundations Level work

Differentiation

1. Scaffolding including classwork at three different levels of
academic ability

2. Visual representations of directions

Chunking text information

4. Sentence Stems and response options for short,

constructed response questions

Reduction in writing and the amount of work.

6. Vocabulary assistance for primary source excerpts
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TEKS

7.01(A) Identify the major eras in Texas history, describe
their defining characteristics, and explain the purpose of
dividing the past into eras, including Cotton, Cattle, and
Railroads.

7.06(B) Identify significant individuals, events, and issues
including the development of the cattle industry from its
Spanish beginnings and the cowboy way of life.

7.06(C) I1dentify significant individuals, events, and issues,
including the effects of the growth of railroads and the
contributions of James Hogg.

7.20(A) Differentiate between, locate, and use valid
primary and secondary sources such as media and news
services, biographies, interviews, and artifacts to acquire
information about Texas.

7.20(B): Analyze information by applying absolute and
relative chronology through sequencing, categorizing
relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main
idea, summarizing, making generalizations and
conclusions.
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Teacher Guide: Looking Ahead
Warm-up e Students observe a piece of artwork depicting the
construction of the railroads on the Great Plains and the
westward expansion of Anglo settlers.

e Students make observations about the image and
predictions about the unit based on their observations.

e Slides 2 and 3 restate the directions and provide sentence
stems to guide student responses when sharing with the
class.

e Slides 4 and 5 provide the essential question and the “We
will / I will” statements for the lesson.

Lesson Primary Source Excerpts

e There are four primary source excerpts from Texas
newspapers, which discuss the importance of cattle drives
into northern states, the difficulty of making a living
growing cotton, the economic benefits of the expansion of
railroads, and the decrease in the Texas Indian population
along the western frontier as Anglo settlements migrated
west.

Student Worksheets

e Students use the primary source excerpts to make
observations, inferences, and predictions about the next
unit based on the information in each excerpt.

e Slide 6 displays an image to accompany page one of the
worksheet, introducing the topic.

e Slides 7 - 10 provide images to accompany each primary
source excerpt.

e Advanced: Students use each excerpt to make inferences
and predictions about the next unit, to formulate a question
about the material, and to summarize the main idea of each
excerpt.

e Grade Level: Students use each excerpt to make inferences
and predictions about the unit and to summarize the main
idea of each excerpt using a sentence stem for their

summary.
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Foundations: Students use each excerpt to make inferences
about the unit and complete a sentence stem about the main
idea of each excerpt by choosing from 3 available response
options.

Exit Ticket Students complete a paper-adapted version of the STAAR

question type: drag and drop. Students choose three out of
six statements which best summarize main ideas in the next
unit.

Slides 11 and 12 restate the directions and provide sentence
stems to guide student responses when sharing with the
class.
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Primary Sources and Other Resources Used

“The Comanche Chief. (Comanche, Tex.), Vol. 8, No. 25, Ed. 1 Saturday, May 14,
1881.” The Portal to Texas History. Hill & Company, December 7, 2017.
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth904337/m1/3/.

“The Fort Worth Daily Democrat-Advance. (Fort Worth, Tex.), Vol. 6, No. 12, Ed. 1
Saturday, December 31, 1881.” The Portal to Texas History, August 22, 2018.
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1047204/m1/2/.

“Fort Worth Weekly Gazette. (Fort Worth, Tex.), Vol. 19, No. 39, Ed. 1, Thursday,
September 5, 1889.” The Portal to Texas History. Democrat Printing Co., May 17,
2010. https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth90339/m1/4/.

“The Galveston Daily News. (Galveston, Tex.), Vol. 38, No. 258, Ed. 1 Saturday,
January 17, 1880.” The Portal to Texas History, August 7, 2014.
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth462047/m1/4/

Casey, Steve. [Photograph of a Cowboy Herding Cattle]. 1939. University of North
Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History; crediting Dublin Historical Museum.
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth531517/

Waud, Alfred R. Railroad building on the great plains / drawn by A.R. Waud ; A.R.
Waud. 1875. Wood engraving. Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division.
https://www.loc.gov/item/2003663113/.

Smith, Erwin E. [Cowhands guiding a herd of cattle]. ca. 1910. Photograph. University
of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History; crediting UNT Libraries
Special Collections. https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark: /67531 /metadc1151055
[East track

concreted], photograph, [1890..1899]; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/m
etapth125060/: accessed October 14, 2025), University of North Texas Libraries,
The Portal to Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Austin History
Center, Austin Public Library.

Caswell, W. T. Austin Cotton

Gin, photograph, 1900~; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth12514
5/: accessed October 14, 2025), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to
Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Austin History Center, Austin
Public Library.

Catlin, George. Comanche War Party on the March, Fully Equipped. 1846-1848, oil on
canvas 20 x 27 3/8 in. (50.8 x 69.4 cm). Smithsonian American Art Museum, Gift of
Mrs. ]oseph Harrlson ]r 1985.66.596




