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Primary Source #1: Cattle Drives 
 

“The Cattle Drive. The Coleman county trail is alive with moving 
herds. The cattle drive is now in full progress. Some 900 head of 
cattle passed through this county during the three days ending 
Tuesday last. It is thought that the old Fort Worth trail will be 
abandoned after this year owing to the rapid settlement of the 
country along its route. Hood & Holmsley’s herd started this 
week for Kansas. Wright & Wilson’s herd will follow in a few 
days. Mr. Rosencranz’s herd is fast being gathered. He now has 
1,100 branded. These cattle will be taken to the panhandle. 
Frank Wilson left for Caldwell, Kansas yesterday, with 1,800 
head of cattle belonging to Wright & Wilson.” 
 

- The Comanche Chief Newspaper, May 14, 1881.                                            
The Portal to Texas History 

 
 
Herds: Large groups 
of animals. 
 
Head of Cattle: 
Numbers of cows 
 
 
 
 
Branded: Marking 
cattle with a specific 
symbol so people 
know who they belong 
to. 
 
 

 

Excerpt #2: Railroads in Texas 
 

“Railroad extension will make the tax rolls of McLennan county a 
million dollars larger in 1882 than they were in 1881. If we take all 
the railroad construction in the State during the year it will be found 
that at least $20,000,000 has been added to the taxable values of 
Texas. This is but a single item. We pass by the millions of dollars 
paid out in the construction of all these roads; the thousands of men 
who have found employment, and the millions of dollars set afloat in 
the State, circulating here and there, a little getting into everybody’s 
hands. We have laid no stress on the improved facilities for travel 
and transportation; the new sections of country opened up; the 
towns that have sprung into existence; the diversified enterprise–
commercial, industrial, and agricultural–born of railroad progress. 
Were these properly considered we make no doubt the fact would 
be apparent that railroad, during this year of grace, 1881, have 
made Texas fifty millions of dollars richer.” 
 

- The Fort Worth Daily Democrat Advance. Dec. 31, 1881.                             

The Portal to Texas History. 

 
 
Tax rolls: The official 
tax documents 

 
 
 
 
 
Circulating: Going 
around 
 
 
Diversified 
enterprise: different 
kinds of business 
 
Industrial: Relating to 
different types of 
economic activity 

 
 

 



                     Primary Source Excerpts 
 

2 
 

 

Excerpt #3: Cotton in Texas 
 

“THE GAZETTE would appeal to the farmers of this section 

not to stake their all on cotton. Cotton is not only ‘a credit 

crop’ that peons the farmer to the merchant and the 

merchant to the factor, but it is a proverb in Mississippi, 

where men raise cotton, get deeper in debt and have naught to 

look forward to except the chance of going in debt to make 

another crop, that ‘it takes thirteen months in the year to 

raise cotton.’ The man who confines himself to cotton-raising 

is a financial slave, and all the alliances, granges, or political 

parties in the country cannot emancipate him while he raises 

cotton and buys bread and meat. The cotton raiser is never his 

own master, from the time he gets ‘an advance’ from the 

merchant with which to buy ‘bacon for his hands’ until he is 

advised to ‘hurry his cotton forward,’ because the merchant 

needs the money to meet the loans that enable him to ‘carry 

and planter.’ ‘Cotton is King,’ and the most exacting tyrant 

that ever ruled a people.” 
 

- The Fort Worth Weekly Gazette. Sept. 5, 1889.                                               
The Portal to Texas History. 

 

 
Appeal to: To ask 
 
To stake their all: To 
put all their hopes in 
something 
 

Peons: Makes 
someone under the 
control of someone 
else 
 
Confines: limits 
 
 
 
 
An advance: Paying 
with money you have 
not made yet. 
 
 
Exacting tyrant: A 
demanding and 
oppressive ruler 

 

Excerpt #4: Texas Indians and the Frontier 
 

“Indian raids were of frequent occurrence, and it was very rare 
indeed that as much as two months would pass without some 
depredations being committed by them on the lives and property of 
the frontier settlers. During the first six months this force was in the 
field it had fourteen engagements with parties of marauding 
Indians, and pursued twenty-eight other parties without being able 
to overtake them. Since that time there have been fewer Indians in 
Texas and fewer depredations each year. The settlements have 
again extended westward; have advanced one hundred to two 
hundred miles toward the staked plains; 21 new counties have 
been settled and organized, and the country behind is rapidly filling 
up.” 
 

- The Galveston Daily News. Jan. 17, 1880. The Portal to Texas History 

 
 
 
 
 
Depredations: raids 
 
Marauding: 
Searching for things to 
attack 
 
 
 
Staked plains: The 
Llano Estacado 
landform in the Texas 
Panhandle 

 


