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So, Texas rejoined the Union & Reconstruction is over...
now what?

By 1877, every Southern state had rejoined the Union. The United States Army troops,
which had managed the military districts of the South under martial law, were removed
from the South. Reconstruction was officially over, and Southern states like Texas were
ready to move forward.

After Reconstruction, Texas experienced significant growth and development as people
flooded into the Lone Star state from other states across the South. Read the primary
source excerpts that accompany this lesson to discover some of the significant changes
that occurred in Texas after the Civil War and Reconstruction. Use the information in the
sources to complete this worksheet.

Primary Source #1: Cattle Drives

What can you infer about the next unit based on this excerpt?

I can infer that

In one sentence, summarize the main idea of this excerpt:

This excerpt primarily discusses (A) the decrease in the cattle industry as ranchers

migrated north (B) the growth in cattle drives transporting Texas cattle to northern

states (C) the expansion of cattle into West Texas towns like El Paso in the Mountains and

Basins Region.
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Primary Source #2: Railroads in Texas

What can you infer about the next unit based on this excerpt?

I can infer that

In one sentence, summarize the main idea of this excerpt:

This excerpt primarily discusses (A) the increase in taxes on railroad expansion in Texas

(B) immigrant labor used in railroad development in Texas (C) the expansion of railroads

in Texas and their economic benefits in the state.

Primary Source #3: Cotton in Texas

What can you infer about the next unit based on this excerpt?

I can infer that

In one sentence, summarize the main idea of this excerpt:
This excerpt primarily discusses (A) the economic benefits of small farmers cultivating

cotton (B) the difficulty of making a living growing cotton (C) the rising economic value

of cotton and cotton agriculture in the South.
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Primary Source #4: Texas Indians and the Frontier

What can you infer about the next unit based on this excerpt?

I can infer that

In one sentence, summarize the main idea of this excerpt

This excerpt primarily discusses (A) the decrease in the Texas Indian population as Anglo

settlers migrate west (B) the increase in raids and attacks by Indians along the frontier

(C) U.S. Army campaigns against west Texas Indians.

Writing Activity

Complete the chart below.

Some of the major themes and topics that
will be addressed in Unit 10: Cotton, Cattle,
and Railroads are (choose FIVE)

Based on the primary source excerpts we
read in the lesson, one of the defining
characteristics of this unit is (Choose ONE)

Rapid population growth in Texas.
Anglo expansion into West Texas.
The economic benefits of railroads

The abolition of slavery in the U.S.
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Policies to punish the ex-

Confederates
Conflict between Anglos and Indians
The struggles of cotton farmers

War with Mexican Centralists
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The growth of the Texas oil industry

A. Growing unrest between Southern
and Northern states over conflicting
economic goals for the country.

B. Significant economic growth in
Texas due to the increase in
population, cattle drives, and the
expansion of railroads.

C. Social challenges in Texas as a result
of increased immigration from
western states like California and
Utah.

D. The dissatisfaction of Texas citizens
and state policies that expanded the
government and increased taxes.
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