
                                     Warm-up: The Big Picture 
Unit 9: Reconstruction 

Name:  Date:   Period:  

 
Directions: Circle or highlight each item in the answer bank that you think was true for Texas and the 
United States as we begin this unit. Choose up to SIX statements. 

The U.S. decides to reinstate 
slavery in the Southern states to 

help their failing economies 

Political conflict arises over how 
to deal with the former 

Confederate states 

Many Southerners oppose the 
rights granted to the newly freed 

Black Southerners 

The United States must 
determine how to move forward 

after the Civil War. 

Southern states decide not to 
rejoin the Union, and instead 
keep their own governments. 

Many ex-Confederates oppose 
the U.S. government’s policies 
for reconstructing the South  

The country focuses on 
commercial alliances with 

Britain and Mexico  

Many Northerners want to 
punish the South for their 

rebellion 

The government institutes 
programs to support the newly 

freed Black Southerners 
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                      The Big Picture Exit Ticket 
 

1. Which statement best describes the defining characteristics of the era of Reconstruction? 
a. The era of Reconstruction is primarily characterized by the nation’s attempts to address 

questions of reuniting the country, rebuilding the South, and determining the status of the 
newly freed Black Southerners.  

b. The era of Reconstruction is primarily characterized by the South’s attempts to remain 
separate from the U.S. and maintain their system of slavery despite the North’s attempts at 
reunification. 

c. The era of Reconstruction is primarily characterized by Northern and Southern politicians’ 
attempts at reinstating the institution of slavery in order to maintain the South’s successful 
plantation-based economy. 

d. The era of Reconstruction is primarily characterized by the U.S.’s desire to establish new 
commercial alliances with powerful European nations in order to help the country heal and 
grow economically after the Civil War.  
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