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[bookmark: _Hlk204346902]Unit 9: Reconstruction 
7th Grade Lesson Plan: What’s the story?
(90 - 120 minutes)

	Objective
	[bookmark: _Hlk206671200]In this one- or two-day lesson, students will examine six readings presenting significant events that took place during Reconstruction and identify their significance to United States and Texas history.

1. We will examine six primary topics and themes in Reconstruction to identify the major events that shaped the era in the United States and Texas.
2. I will read six short passages about key events to determine the primary details and significance of key events that occurred during Reconstruction.


	Key Concepts
	· After the assassination of Abraham Lincoln, there were three primary phases of Reconstruction.
· Presidential Reconstruction under Andrew Johnson took place from roughly 1865 to 1867 when Johnson was impeached (though not convicted) by the U.S. Congress for being too lenient on the South.
· Congressional “Radical” Reconstruction under the direction of the Republican-dominated U.S. Congress took place from roughly 1867 to 1873. During this time Congress placed the South under martial law and centralized state governments at the state level rather than the local level and provided services to the Freedmen through the Freedmen’s Bureau.
· Redeemer Reconstruction took place from roughly 1873 to 1877, as ex-Confederate “Redeemers” regained control of state governments and worked to reverse many of the policies implemented under Congressional Reconstruction, including returning political power in states to the local governments. 


	Skills
	· Reading for context and significance information.
· Identifying and paraphrasing or summarizing main ideas and supporting evidence.
· Identifying and explaining the significance of historical events.
· Explaining cause-and-effect relationships between significant historical events

	Essential Question
	What were the key events and major themes that define and characterize the Reconstruction era?

	Assignment
	Warm-up

· [bookmark: _Hlk210378638]Students read an excerpt from a May 19, 1865, newspaper article from The Patriot Newspaper out of La Grange, Texas. The article discusses varying points of view on Abraham Lincoln’s assassination. Students make conclusions and inferences based on the information provided in the article.

Lesson 

· Students read 6 short passages that present the most significant events of Reconstruction in chronological order including the assassination of Abraham Lincoln, Presidential Reconstruction under Andrew Johnson, Congressional “Radical” Reconstruction, and the return to power of the ex-Confederates under the Redeemer governments.
· Students use the readings to complete a note-taking timeline of Reconstruction on their worksheet, including the name of each event, its date or timeframe, key information related to the event, and the significance of the event.

Exit Ticket

· [bookmark: _Hlk210378649]Students place a list of five events from Reconstruction in the correct chronological order.



	Materials
	1. Slideshow (Suggested use: present on the overhead; Upload to an educational platform like google classroom; print extra copies for note-taking assistance) 
2. Warm-up / Exit Ticket (Suggested printing: 1 per student. Assignment prints two copies per page.)
3. Assignment (Suggested printing 1 per student)
a. Advanced Level work
b. Grade Level work
c. Foundations Level work


4. Readings (Suggested printing 1 per student or partner group) 
a. Advanced Readings
b. Grade Level Readings
c. Foundations Readings


	Differentiation
	1. Scaffolding including classwork at three different levels of academic ability
2. Visual representations of directions
3. Chunking text information
4. Key information presented in bold lettering in the readings
5. Vocabulary assistance for primary source excerpts
6. Note-taking assistance including information options to choose from


	TEKS


	· 7.01(A) Identify the major eras in Texas history, describe their defining characteristics, and explain the purpose of dividing the past into eras, including Texas in the Civil War and Reconstruction.
· 7.01(B) Explain the significance of the following dates: 1876, adoption of current state constitution.
· 7.05(C) Explain the political, economic, and social effects of the Civil War and Reconstruction on Texas. 
· 7.16(A) Identify different points of view of political parties and interest groups on important Texas issues, past and present.
· 7.20(A) Differentiate between, locate, and use valid primary and secondary sources such as media and news services, biographies, interviews, and artifacts, to 
· 7.20(B): Analyze information by applying absolute and relative chronology through sequencing, categorizing relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations and conclusions. 
· 7.20(D) Identify bias and points of view from the historical context surrounding an event that influenced the participants.







Teacher Guide: What’s the story? 

	Warm-up



	· Students read a primary source excerpt from The Patriot Newspaper, La Grange, Texas, May 19, 1865. The article discussing differing views of reactions to Abraham Lincoln’s death.
· The article excerpt in summary: The author voices disapproval of how some people have been commenting that they were glad for Lincoln’s assassination because they feared he would be too lenient on the South. Some people even said that God basically called Lincoln home because his heart was too kind to handle the Southerners after their rebellion.
· Slides 2 and 3 restate the directions and provide sentence stems to guide student responses when sharing with the class.
· Slides 4 and 5 provide the essential question and the “We will / I will” statements for the class.


	Lesson
	Reading Cards: 

· Students read six short chronological passages for key events and information about the Reconstruction era.
· There are three levels of reading cards. The Foundations level provides a grade-level reading with key words and information presented in bold as reading supports. The grade level readings do not have the literacy cues for reading supports. The advanced readings are written at a higher Lexile level with more challenging terms and phrasing.
· These readings can be printed as a set for each student, for groups, tables, or stations, or hung around the room as a gallery walk. They can also be uploaded to a Learning Management System like Google Classroom for digital work. They can be cut out (there are 2 short readings per page) or left as one full set. 
· Slides 6 – 11 provide images that accompany each reading passage. 





Student Worksheets: 

· Students will record the required information including the title of each event, the date/dates, key details from the event, and the significance of each event on their worksheets.
· Slides 6 - 11: Provide the title of each reading along with images that accompany and enhance the readings.

· [bookmark: _Hlk185432482][bookmark: _Hlk203487183]Advanced: Students create their own short, constructed responses to complete their timeline by recording the date/dates or timeframe, key details, and significance of the events described in each reading.

· [bookmark: _Hlk185432405][bookmark: _Hlk180482952][bookmark: _Hlk196474569][bookmark: _Hlk206671993]Grade Level: Students create their own short, constructed responses to record the date/dates or timeframe, and key information from the readings. They choose from two options provided for the most accurate description of the significance of each topic. 

· [bookmark: _Hlk196474582]Foundations: Students complete their chart by choosing from two options provided for the most accurate description of the significance of each topic. Students choose 2 correct pieces of information related to each event out of 3 possible answers. 

Note: This assignment can be carried out by dividing students into 6 groups and assigning each group one reading to read, record key information for, and present to the class for the class to take the key notes.

 It can also be carried out by going through all of the readings together (recommended for lower performing classes) or going through several readings together and then assigning the rest of the readings to the students to complete individually or in pairs. This lesson will take an average of one to two days to complete.

This lesson is designed to take one or two days, depending on how the material is presented and the academic level of each class.






	Exit Ticket


	· Students read a list of 5 key events from the era. The events are NOT in chronological order.
· Students put the events in chronological order by writing the number of each event in the blank provided.
· Answer order: 2, 5, 1, 4, 3
· Slides 12 and 13 restate the directions and provide a sentence stem to guide student responses when sharing with the class.
































Primary Sources and Other Resources Used
· [bookmark: _Hlk210379187]The Patriot. (La Grange, Tex.), Vol. 2, No. 47, Ed. 1 Friday, May 19, 1865, newspaper, May 19, 1865; La Grange, Texas. (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1582676/: accessed October 2, 2025), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Fayette Public Library, Museum and Archives.
· [bookmark: _Hlk210379276]Gregory School Building, established 1870. Photograph, 1903 (The African American Library at the Gregory School, Houston Public Library) National Archives. Accessed Sept. 9, 2025. https://rediscovering-black-history.blogs.archives.gov/2021/09/01/preserving-a-communitys-legacy-the-history-of-the-gregory-school/ 
· Russell, Andrew J, photographer. Ruins in Richmond. United States Richmond Virginia, 1865. April. Photograph. https://www.loc.gov/item/91787369/ 
· President Lincoln's funeral. Harper's Weekly illustration. United States New York City New York, 1865. Harper's Weekly, New York. Photograph. https://www.loc.gov/item/scsm000413/
· Brady, Mathew B. Andrew Johnson, full-length portrait, standing, facing right, with table and chair. n.d. Photograph. https://www.loc.gov/item/96524285/
· [bookmark: _Hlk210379377]Lincoln, Abraham. Abraham Lincoln papers: Series 3. General Correspondence. 1837 to 1897: Congress, Wednesday,Joint Resolution Submitting 13th Amendment to the States; signed by Abraham Lincoln and Congress. February 1, 1865. Manuscript/Mixed Material. https://www.loc.gov/item/mal4361100/
· Convicts Leased to Harvest Timber. Florida United States of America, 1915. [Place of Publication Not Identified: Publisher Not Identified] Photograph. https://www.loc.gov/item/2021669926/ 
· Oran Roberts. Portraits of Texas Governors. Texas State Library and Archives. Accessed Sept. 18, 2025. https://www.tsl.texas.gov/governors/west/index.html 
· [bookmark: _Hlk210379532]Dallas Herald. (Dallas, Tex.), Vol. 15, No. 25, Ed. 1 Saturday, March 7, 1868, newspaper, March 7, 1868; Dallas, Texas. (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth294456/: accessed October 3, 2025), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; 
· Snider, Ben, Lila Rakoczy, and Kelsey Bonnell. Military Reconstruction. 2024. Texas GLO Map Database and Store. https://historictexasmaps.com/object/97345 
· [Freedmens First Vote - Anderson County Courthouse], photograph, 1869; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth26465/: accessed October 3, 2025), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Palestine Public Library.Giants of Texas History: Early African American Senators. Accessed 10/3/25. Texas State Library and Archives Commission. https://www.tsl.texas.gov/treasures/giants/aalege 
· Governor Richard Coke. Portraits of Texas Governors. Texas State Library and Archives Commission. Accessed 9/18/2025. https://www.tsl.texas.gov/governors/west/index.html#Coke  
· [bookmark: _Hlk210379692]Edmonson, P. E. The Schulenburg Argus. (Schulenburg, Tex.), Vol. 1, No. 5, Ed. 1 Friday, April 27, 1877, newspaper, April 27, 1877; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1048835/: accessed October 2, 2025), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Fayette Public Library, Museum and Archives.
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