
                                 Warm-up: What’s the story? 
                                 Unit 9: Reconstruction 

Name:  Date:   Period:  

 

1. What conclusions or 
inferences can you make 
based on the newspaper 
excerpt here?  

“A Rebuke – Every day we hear reports of 
foolish…men being arrested for declaring that 
they are glad President Lincoln was 
assassinated; but thousands of mouths blab the 
horrible sentiment that God killed Abraham 
Lincoln because he was too lenient to the 
rebels…. There is call for sterner reprobation, 
in the pious suggestion that our good President 
has been providentially called hence in order 
that the leading rebels may receive 
that…punishment which his kindness of heart 
would have averted.” 

- The Patriot Newspaper, La Grange, Texas.         
May 19, 1865.   The Portal to Texas History 

Rebuke: 
Disapproval 

 

Lenient: Merciful, 
tolerant 

Reprobation: 
Condemnation, 
opposition 

Providentially 
called hence: 
Called to heaven by 
God 

Averted: 
Prevented, stopped 
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                    What’s the story?  Exit Ticket 
 

Directions: The following five statements describe key events of the Reconstruction Era, though they are 
out of order. Put the events in the correct chronological order by writing the number of the event in the 
blank provided.  

______  A) President Andrew Johnson was considered by many in Congress to be too lenient on the 
South and the ex-Confederates. 

______  B) The Redeemers regained control of the Southern states like Texas, wrote new 
Constitutions, returning political power to the local level rather than the state level.  

______  C) President Abraham Lincoln was assassinated less than one week after Confederate General 
Robert E. Lee surrendered his army to the Union.  

______  D) Many ex-Confederates in the South were angry at measures taken during Congressional 
Reconstruction, and they worked to “Redeem” Southern states like Texas.  

______  E) Congress impeached President Johnson, and implanted much stricter Reconstruction 
measures in the South, including martial law.  
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