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Growing Tension in East Texas

During the Texas Revolutionary era, there were many different points of view about Texas
independence. Within the Tejano population of Texas, some Tejanos supported Texas
independence during the revolution, while others had opposed independence. Some
Tejanos who had opposed independence wanted Texas to remain part of Mexico and feared
that the rights they had enjoyed under Mexico might not be respected in the new Republic
of Texas.

After Texas won its independence in 1836, American immigration into east Texas
increased significantly. At times, this brought conflict between the new Anglo arrivals
who were seeking to settle in the newly independent republic and members of the local
Tejano population who sometimes felt they were being pushed out by newcomers.

In addition to the Anglo and Tejano residents, Texas Indians were a third important group
living in east Texas after the war. One tribe in particular, the Cherokee, had been working
for a long time to gain titles, or official ownership, of their land. During the Texas
Revolution, leaders like Sam Houston had promised the Cherokee tribe titles to their land,
but after the war the Republic of Texas government refused to honor the agreement.

Growing tension in east Texas between the new Anglo settlers, some Tejano residents
who had opposed independence, and several Indian tribes working toward
ownership of their land led to a conflict known as the Cérdova Rebellion in August,
1838, led by a Tejano named Vicente Coérdova.

What was the Cérdova Rebellion, and what was its primary cause? Choose the correct
answer below.

The Cérdova Rebellion was (A) a political conflict in east Texas between an alliance of

Tejanos and Indians against the Anglos in the region (B) an economic conflict

between various groups in east Texas including Tejanos, Cherokees, and Anglos over

Texas’ use of slave labor (C) a military campaign carried out against the people of

Nacogdoches to enforce the laws and constitution of the Republic of Texas.
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The Cordova Rebellion Primary Source #1

The following primary source excerpt was taken from an article in the Telegraph and Texas
Register of Houston printed on August 25, 1838. The article published an account of events

leading to the Cérdova Rebellion.
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1. According to the account published in

the newspaper, what happened when the

Texan militia arrived near Nacogdoches?

a. Generals Rusk and Douglass ordered
their militia to attack the Cherokees.

b. The Mexican and Indian rebels took
shelter with the Cherokees.

d. The Mexican and Indian rebels
successfully attacked the militia.

. What was Chief Bowles’ response to

Rusk’s request to hand over the rebels?

a. Chief Bowles immediately turned the
rebels over to the militia.

b—ChiefBowleshelped-therebels

c. Chief Bowles launched an attack
against Rusk’s militia.

d. Chief Bowles asked for time to hold a
meeting, but did not respond after.
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" Biloxies refers to a tribe of American Indians that migrated into Texas in the early 1800s.
2 Effusion: (n) spilling of a liquid. The effusion of blood refers to causing bloodshed.
3 Precipitate: (adj) Describing something that is hasty or rash, an action made without careful thought.

4 Deluded: (adj) Believing something that is not true.
5 Discomfiture: (n) a feeling of unease or embarrassment.
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The following primary source excerpt was taken from an article in the Houston Telegraph
and Texas Register published on September 29, 1838, nearly a month after the article on the

previous page. This article gave an account of the events of the rebellion, including the

following brief description of the motivations and goals of the rebels.
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Disavowing: Denying

4. The excerpt states that some Mexican rebels were “disavowing all allegiance and
respect to the constitution and laws of this republic.” Which statement below best

paraphrases the meaning of that statement?

a.

The rebels were stating that they did not support the Republic of Texas, they
were not loyal to the Republic, and would not follow its laws.

The rebels were stating that they would not agree to negotiations with the
Republic of Texas without guarantees of their constitutional rights.

The rebels were stating that they willingly entered into an allegiance with
several east Texas Indian tribes and would fight for their own independence.

They wanted to return Texas to Mexican control under the Constitution of
1824 before the centralists took over Mexico City.
They wanted to overthrow the government of the Republic of Texas and

annex the territory to the United States.
They planned to form a confederation with the Indian tribes of east Texas and
abolish immigration from the United States.

* *
* *
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The Cordova Rebellion Primary Source #3

The following primary source excerpt was taken from an article in the Houston Telegraph
and Texas Register published on November 3, 1838. The article published a letter from
Major General Thomas J. Rusk, who led the Texan militia during the Cérdova Rebellion. His
letter gave an account of the conflict and its outcome. The rebellion would end shortly after
the events described here.

There are several misspellings and grammar errors in the original text. The excerpt is
included here with the original errors.

4 TRV MIVEG8 sl HEpviinZ posror S Taqd 1) | sl <q1%0n Ik 02/ el
fo il tddt x& Yaibi 1dde Xl TN S x V] 1 32 HlPacdl 1 xpd xVdd T xHPx g 4
N o/t 6%l 1 Yo B 0/ B/ Vo a0

B S o da o P id o IFPVMDA pd—on g ol o bl
TiENgRd! AEmeJiapsZeN/gvz Yo Mo [ d Ao xddgd <A dli e Jaxd
T 2481 Y —p e s POMTNG o pippicdf 0740 46 Tl P44 mm#x
dlo sy #5481 d Af@/‘f/hﬁi%w%?(d‘icﬂmd#%—l't Awm%c
it e A3 e Sl il R d i

S/l 78500 Ay qrhpd+ 41 #ﬁ%@iﬂ L=z n—'-;wﬂe@% Vg
de@ﬁng Trde xéfﬁf%ﬁ#?/@l o v LmNo T i /mON 3 ppsd
Ya %o N4y V2 W] ot 3P/ & xde oI < ﬂp‘i—ﬁ A P
2048 xdepb/ms H=X maddly g dva gy OV xdPba & Yo Y xYxdd
T2 %HIBAdd T ! A%Q/Iqﬂdwqﬁwd—m xRNl iy 7 g
o —x &3 Vo #dav] x g Al <9 T xx 19 dUN =4l T aitalds 249 N £addc <
=0 Vaid] 1)
6. Place a check mark next to each item listed below that occurred in this conflict of the
Coérdova Rebellion as described in the passage above.
(] Sam Houston deployed the army, militia, and rangers with orders to forcefully
remove all rebels from the area when he learned of the rebellion.
'] Before Rusk and his men arrived, another militia leader had been attacked by
members of Cérdova’s Rebellion.
(] The rebels tried to set fire to the woods where the militia were camping at
night on August 15, 1838.
(] In the morning of August 16, 1838, the rebels attacked three sides of the
militia’s camp.
[J The fight on August 16 lasted more than 3 hours before the rebels were able
to drive the militia out of the area.
[J The militia forced the rebels to retreat with both sides suffering casualties.
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