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Unit 3: The Spanish Colonial Era
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	In the middle of the War for Mexican Independence . . . 



	From a San Antonio Newspaper in 1813: 
“St. [San] Antonio is plunged in general distress, famine, and misery; there is nothing but desolation. Neither flour, nor any other food is to be found there, except some maize (corn) at eight dollars a bushel and some loaf sugar at four dollars a pound… How can it be possible to dwell longer, without money or provisions, in a vast desert, surrounded by ragged mountains, where we are only to meet with wild bears, or some scattered bands of savage Indians?”
	Here is some perspective for you:
$4.00 for a pound of sugar might not sound bad now. But $4.00 in 1813 would be about $78 today!
So, you are the average Tejano living in Texas at the time. What is life like for you? What options do you have to make things better?  
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Looking Ahead Exit Ticket

Below are some possible actions that the Mexican government could take to address the challenges they are facing related to Texas. Circle or highlight the action that you think the Mexican government will most likely take. Below the answer bank, write why you think Mexico would take that action.

	Mexico will probably encourage Mexican citizens in other parts of the country to move to Texas.
	Mexico will probably open Texas to immigration from other countries like the United States.
	Mexico will probably try to sell the lands in Texas to another country like Spain or the U.S.



	I think Mexico will take this action because 
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