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Warm-up 

• Answers will vary 

Lesson 

Students use the information on the slides to complete their guided notes.  

Each notes slide is followed by a slide with an image or images. Students will make 

observations about the images using the sentence stems on each slide. 

Answers to the Essential questions may vary in how the students word them if they are 

paraphrasing, but should contain the essential information presented below.  

 

The Mission Presidio System 

• Key Information: Religious settlements to convert Indians and military forts to 

protect the land from the French. 

• Significance: The Mission System failed to give Spain a strong presence in Texas. 

• Essential Question: Some reasons for the mission system’s failure in Texas was that 

Texas Indians were not interested in mission life, disease often killed many 

American Indians, and Spain did not provide enough support, manpower, or 

supplies for missions and presidios. (This information is not presented on the slide. 

Students should use prior knowledge from previous lessons to respond to this 

question.) 

 

East Texas Missions 

• Key Information: Spain established the first missions in East Texas to prevent the 

French from entering the region. 

• Significance: The Caddo drove out the Spanish because of disease and lack of 

interest.  

• Essential Question: An argument could be made that the Caddo had more power 

because they determined trade with other tribes in east Texas and with the Spanish, 

and when they refused to take part in mission life, missions in east Texas failed. 
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San Antonio  

• Key Information: Spain founded San Antonio in 1718 as a midpoint on the route to 

east Texas. 

• Significance: San Antonio will go on to become an important city in Texas history. 

• Essential Question: Answers will vary. The most likely answer is yes, since it was an 

important point on the journey to other missions in Texas.  

 

Questions 

1. San Antonio was founded in 1718  because Spain needed a point midway through 

the journey to east Texas missions. 

2. The Spanish missions among the Caddo were not successful because the Caddo had 

little to no interest in mission life or assimilating into Spanish culture. They were 

primarily interested in a trade relationship.  

 

Exit Ticket 

• Answers will vary 

 


