
 

 

 

Road to the Texas Revolution: Accommodated Hook Exercise 
 

Directions: With a partner, examine the two primary source excerpts below and answer the 
questions that follow. 
 
Document A:  

Letter from Stephen F. Austin to One of the Fredonian Rebels 
Stephen F. Austin to B. J. Thompson, Dec. 24, 1826 
 
Sir, 
 “...I have heard with the greatest astonishment that you have taken an active part in the 
commotions in that part of the country. My friend I hope you will not take my frankness amiss 
when I say that you have committed an error, you have by that rash act injured your own 
standing with the Government and made the words of your enemies true, and you have 
jeopardized the prospects of this whole country…” 
 
“...Write me as soon as possible and write frankly what you intend to do and what is the state 
of things in that country for we have many rumors here—and rumors that I hope are false, 
altho they come very direct from travelers who are daily passing—but I am unwilling to believe 
that you have all run mad.” 
 
Summary:  
...I am surprised to hear that you have participated in this crazy situation in your part of the 
country. My friend, I hope you will listen when I say that you have made a mistake and have 
made a bad reputation for yourself with the Mexican Government. You may have even 
jeopardized the entire prospects for this whole country (Tejas).  
 
...Write back as soon as possible and write clearly about what you are going to do about the 
situation and what the state of things are like in your part of the country because we are only 
hearing rumors. I hope the rumors are false but they are coming from travelers who are passing 
through daily- but I really do not want to believe that you have all run mad. 

American Historical Association, and Eugene C. Barker. “Annual Report of the American Historical Association for 
the Year 1919: The Austin Papers in Two Volumes,” Volume 1, Part 2, pp. 423-429. Washington D. C.: 
Government Printing Office, 1924. 

 
  



 

 

 

Document B:  

Announcement of the Law of April 6, 1830 
Mexican Legislation in the United States 
 
“Art. 11. In virtue of the authority which has been reserved by the General Congress to itself, by 
Art. 7th of the law of the 18th of August of 1824, all foreigners whose country is bounding on 
said State and Territory of the federation shall be prohibited from settling within the said State 
or Territory, in consequence of which all the contracts that have not taken effect, and are 
opposed to this law, shall be suspended.”  
 
Wherefore, I declare, in the name of the Mexican Government, that whatever contract shall 
have been made in violation of the said law, will be null and void, it being understood that 
colonization in the State of Coahuila and Texas, and the territory of New Mexico, by citizens of 
the United States has been prohibited. --Baltimore, Nov. 5, 1830” Jose M. Tornel 
 
Summary:  
 
-All people who wish to move to Mexico from a country boarding the country of Mexico are 
now prohibited (not allowed) to settle within Mexico. All Empresario contracts that have not 
taken effect, and are against this law, will be suspended.  
 
-I announce in the name of the Mexican Government, that whatever contract was made in 
violation of the law, will be canceled, because colonization (immigration) by the citizens of the 
United States has been prohibited. -- Baltimore, Nov. 5, 1830- Jose M. Tornel  

Tornel, José María. “Transcript of Announcement Concerning the Mexican Law of April 6, 1830,” November 5, 
1830. The Portal to Texas History. University of North Texas Libraries, April 16, 2012. https://texashistory.unt.edu; 
crediting The Dolph Briscoe Center for American History. https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth216703 

1. Stephen F. Austin addresses the Fredonia Rebel, B.J. Thompson as “my friend” in 
document “A.”  Based on this excerpt of the letter, do you think Austin and Thompson 
remained friends after Thompson received this letter? Explain your reasoning. 
 
I think Austin and Thompson did/did not (circle one) remain friends because   

 
 

 



 

 

 

2. Using the information from document “B,” explain why the Mexican government provided a 
warning to the United States government about the newly established Mexican Law of April 6, 1830. 
How do you think the United States government reacted/responded to this announcement?  
 
After issuing the Law of April 6, 1830, the Mexican government gave a warning to the United States 
government because 

 
I think the United States government reacted to the announcement by

 
3. With your partner, decide if these two primary source documents are connected in any way. 
Explain your reasoning. 
 
We think that these two primary source documents are/are not (circle one) connected because 
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